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Introduction

A master plan is an official document adopted by a local government to establish long
range, general policies for the physical development of the community. The Calhoun
County Parks and Recreation Master Plan provides a comprehensive inventory of all
publicly accessible parks and open spaces available for public use at no charge or for a
nominal fee. From this inventory and our public input process we have identified issues,
needs, and opportunities for future and current park development in Calhoun County.

Community Description

Geographic Planning Boundaries

Calhoun County is located in the south central portion of the State of Michigan and is
directly within the Chicago-Detroit transportation corridor. This corridor, that is Interstate
94, is Michigan's primary east-west transportation route and contains the potential for
significant urban and economic growth within the county, state and region. Interstate 69
intersects with 1-94 and is a major north-south travel route through the center of the state.

The area is composed of 718.44 square miles, of which 708.72 square miles is land and
9.72 square miles is water. The land mass averages 192.8 persons per square mile and it is
bordered by Barry and Eaton Counties to the north, Jackson County to the east, Branch and
Hillsdale Counties to the south, and Kalamazoo County to the west. The city of Marshall is
the county seat and the City of Battle Creek is the industrial center.

Calhoun County comprises the Battle Creek, Metropolitan Statistical Area and is included
in the Kalamazoo-Battle Creek-Portage, Combined Statistical Area. There are 19
townships, 4 cities, 4 villages, and the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi
Reservation within the county.

Land Use

Land use patterns in Calhoun County are somewhat typical. The majority of the
commercial and industrial uses, as well as higher density residential uses, are located in
and around the more urban centers of Albion, Springfield, Battle Creek, and Marshall.
While industrial parks located in these municipalities provide appropriate utilities for
industrial land uses, concentrations of commercial uses are found along major roadways,
including Columbia Avenue in Battle Creek and Michigan Avenue in Marshall and Albion.
The Villages of Athens, Burlington, Homer and Tekonsha present similar patterns on a
smaller scale.

Subdivision housing, commonly characterized as medium density residential, is found on
the border of these urban areas and within the townships that are adjacent to the urban
centers. When traveling outward from these urban centers the density of residential uses
decreases giving way to low density residential and agricultural land uses. Calhoun
County is characterized as a predominately rural community with approximately 75% of
the land being utilized for agricultural purposes.



Physical Characteristics

Topography

The topography of the County varies from broad, level plains to gently rolling ridges and
valleys. There are numerous lakes, streams and rivers together with several low-lying
marsh areas. Most of the level land exists south of the Kalamazoo River and contains many
of the larger lakes. North of the river, gentle undulating terrain becomes prominent.

A broad mid-elevation plain with moderate differences in elevations between high and low
relief characterizes Calhoun County’s surface elevation. The highest elevation, 1,106 feet
above sea level, is Dixon Hill located in Tekonsha Township. The lowest elevation, 800 feet
below sea level, is the shoreline of the Kalamazoo River in Bedford Township.

The ridges that occur within the county provide natural barriers to the uniform spread of
development and can be used in a positive way to influence the planning of separate use
areas. As prominent features, they impart character and visual impact to the landscape.
The significant slopes of these ridges are associated with water features and woodland
areas. This is highly compatible with recreation sites. Areas of this nature may be
developed to include various types of recreation, ranging from general parks to wildlife
areas.

Soils

There are approximately 75 different kinds of soil in Calhoun County. They range widely in
texture, natural drainage, slope and other characteristics. The soil composition throughout
the county is predominately glacial till, that varies from sand to gravel and is well drained.

The soils are suited for urban development, field crops, and pasture.

Vegetation

Calhoun County was once covered by virgin forest, but most of that has been cleared from
the land that is most suitable for farming. Woodlands still exist on lands that are too wet,
steep, or sandy for cultivation. Common deciduous tree species are hardwoods such as
Maple, Oak, and Ash or evergreen species including Scotch, Red, and Eastern White Pine.

The woodlands that exist in Calhoun County are one of its greatest natural resources.
These wooded areas provide ground cover, which helps control stormwater runoff, aids in
groundwater infiltration, and helps prevent soil erosion. They influence the microclimate
by acting as a natural air conditioner and provide wildlife habitat. They also enhance the
county’s aesthetics by providing visual screens, physical barriers, and definition of space.

Climate

Calhoun County is part of the South Central Lower Climate Division, and is about 30 miles
north of the Indiana border, about 65 miles east of Lake Michigan and just east of the “Lake
Snow Belt”. The County experiences some lake effect as the result of prevailing westerly
winds.

The summers are warm and humid; winters are moderate to severe with sudden changes
in temperatures and periods of sub-zero cold. Summer precipitation is usually in the form
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of showers and thunderstorms with an average amount of 34 inches. Winter precipitation
is in the form of rain, snow, and sleet with an annual amount of 39 inches.

Transportation

Calhoun County is located along a major international trade corridor. Two interstate
highways, 1-94 and I-69, connect the County to every major trade route in the United
States.

The County has three operating rail lines: Amtrak, with passenger service between Detroit
and Chicago; Conrail, which operates limited freight service; and Canadian National, which
operates approximately 30 freight trains per day through Battle Creek.

There are two airports in operation. W.K. Kellogg Regional Airport in Battle Creek offers
international cargo and business services. Brooks Airfield in Marshall is a local air facility
with a 3,500 foot runway.

Battle Creek Transit, Marshall Dial-a-Ride and the Albion Marshall Bus provide public
transportation to portions of Calhoun County. Battle Creek operates a fixed route schedule
and serves the Battle Creek Urban area. Marshall Dial-a-Ride is a demand-response system
that provides door-to-door service in and around the City of Marshall. And the Albion
Marshall Bus provides transportation for residents that need assistance with shopping,
doctor appointments, or other transportation issues.

Water Resources

The southwest and south-central portions of Calhoun County are within the St. Joseph
River Watershed and the remainder of the county is within the Kalamazoo River
Watershed. There are approximately 540 miles of streams and rivers within the county
that includes 18 miles of trout stream.

Natural lakes constitute approximately three percent of the total surface area of the
county. The majorities of lakes within the county are small and contain algae and other
vegetation. The larger lakes are predominately used for residential development,
swimming, boating and other recreational activities.

The National Wetland Inventory has indicated that Calhoun County has approximately
72,500 acres of wetlands that are comprised of standing water, grassy meadows, shrubby
fields and mature forests. Types of wetlands found in Calhoun County include deciduous
swamps, wet meadows, emergent marshes, conifer swamps, wet prairies, shrub-scrub
swamps, fens, and bogs.

The Kalamazoo River

The Kalamazoo River flows in a westward direction through 10 counties including
Calhoun County from Albion on the east side, to Battle Creek on the west side, ending in
Lake Michigan near the City of Saugatuck.

Enbridge Energy Partners LLP (Enbridge) reported a 30-inch pipeline ruptured on
Monday July 26, 2010 near Marshall, Michigan. The release, estimated to be at least
843,000 gallons, entered Talmadge Creek and flowed into the Kalamazoo River, a Lake
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Michigan tributary. Heavy rains at the time of the release carried oil deep into the
floodplain, as well as 35 miles downstream on the Kalamazoo River to Morrow Lake in
Kalamazoo County, where it was eventually contained.

As the federal agency in charge of the response to the spill, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) assumed a leadership role in the Unified
Command and mobilized an Incident Management Team comprised of federal, state, and
local agencies.

On July 27, the day after the spill was reported, the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) issued a legal order under the authority of the Clean Water Act directing Enbridge to
conduct removal actions. The EPA also ordered the company to produce documents and
information relevant to their investigation into the source, extent and nature of the oil
spill.

After over four years of cleanup work, the management of the incident has transitioned
from EPA to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ). As of November,
2014, the river has been completely reopened for public use.

During the cleanup Enbridge added or enhanced the following launch sites along the
Kalamazoo River:

1. Saylor's Landing on 15 Mile Road

2. Former Ceresco Dam site at 12 Mile Road

3. Angler’s Bend at 11 Mile Road

4. Historic Bridge Park near Wattles Road

5. Paddler’s Grove near Beadle Lake Road
Some of the sites listed above included other improvements such as restrooms, pavilions,
and playgrounds.

For further information about the spill and cleanup efforts, visit the website for the United
States Environmental Protection Agency at www.epa.gov ion05/enbrid ill and the
website for the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality at
http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3313 56784---,00.htm].

Economy of Calhoun County

Calhoun County’s economy is dominated by the presence of six companies that employee
15% of the labor force. The Kellogg Company is the largest employer, followed by Denso
Manufacturing Michigan, Hart-Dole-Inouye Federal Center, Bronson Battle Creek, the
Veteran's Administration Medical Center, and the Michigan Air National Guard.

In 2013, Calhoun County had 65,700 persons in the labor force. Of these 62,000 were
employed and 3,700 were unemployed. Our work force continues to improve where
education is concerned, with a notable increase in those graduating from high school and a
nominal increase of those graduating with a four year degree from a college or university.



Social Characteristics of Planning Areas

Over the past ten years Calhoun County has seen a small loss in population and a shift to

an older demographic. The data below was compiled from 2000 and 2010 Census Data as
well as updated information from various resources. Understanding the demographic and
socio-economic composition within each planning area contributes to assessing park and

recreational needs within the county.

2013
Planning Area Estimate 2010 Census | 2000 Census
Population 135,099 136,146 137,985
Number of households 53,290 53,290 55,794
Owner occupied 37,569 37,569 39,485
Average household size 2.49 2.55 2.47
Median income $ 42,164.00 | $ 40,847.00 | S 46,434.00
% of households with children 27.2% 31.2% 28.0%
Disability status - under 18 4.6% 6.0% 9.4%
Disability status - ages 18 - 64 12.2% 12.4% 20.7%
Disability status - ages 65 & up 39.0% 43.1% 43.4%
White/Caucasian 79.9% 82.2% 83.9%
Minority comp. African American 10.7% 10.9% 10.9%
Minority comp. Hispanic or Latino 4.5% 4.5% 3.2%
Minority Comp. Asian 1.6% 1.6% 1.1%
Minority Comp. American Indian/Alaska Native 0.5% 0.6% 0.6%
Poverty Rate 17.3% 16.2% 11.3%
Children receiving free or reduced price school lunches 56.1% 52.4% 37.0%
Age 25 & up with a high school diploma 89.9% 86.5% 83.2%
Age 25 & up with a bachelor's degree or higher 20.1% 18.8% 19.6%
Median Age 40 39 36
Persons under 18 years 23.3% 24.2% | *
Persons 65 years and over 15.9% 14.8% 13.7%

* Data not reported

The 2010 United States Census indicates Calhoun County had a 2010 population of 136,146.
This is a decrease of -1,839 people from the 2000 United States Census. Overall, the county had

a -1.3% growth rate during this ten-year period.

In 2010 there were 53,290 households of which 37,569 were owner occupied within the county.
The population density was 192.8 per square mile (74.4 square kilometers). There were 61,042

housing units at an average density of 86.4 per square mile (33.4 square kilometers).




The racial and ethnic makeup of the county was 82.2% White, 10.9% Black or African
American, 0.6% Native American, 1.6% Asian, 4.5% Hispanic or Latino, 0.1% from other
races, and 2.7% from two or more races.

In the county the population was spread out with 24.2% under age of 18, 9.3% from 18 to 24,
24.0% from 25 to 44, 27.7% from 45 to 64, and 14.8% who were 65 years of age or older. The
median age was 39 years. For every 100 females there were 95.5 males. For every 100 females
age 18 and over, there were 92.5 males.

The 2010 American Community Survey indicates the median income for a household in the
county was $40,847 and the median income for a family was $49,964. Males had a median
income of $25,712 versus $18,298 for females. The per capita income for the county was
$20,661. About 11.7% of families and 16.2% of the population were below the poverty line,
including 23.9% of those under the age 18 and 5.8% of that age 65 or over.

Community Wellness

The Coordinating Council produces an annual report titled The Calhoun County
Community Report Card. The 2013-2014 report indicates that Calhoun County ranks 78
out of 82 counties for statewide health ranking in Michigan. (Only 82 of 83 counties in
Michigan were ranked.) Other important items of note are a low ranking for access to
recreational facilities, a high ranking of adult obesity and a high ranking of physical
inactivity. The Calhoun County Health Ranking data is listed in appendix item (table) 1.

History of the Park and Recreation System

Historically, recreation and parks were conceived as two separate public services. Prior to
the mid-Nineteenth Century, recreation areas in the United States consisted of multi-
purpose open spaces, such as public squares and commons, which were utilized for
everything from political rallies to the pasturing of stock. In Europe the development of
parks for many centuries was primarily for the exclusive enjoyment of the nobility and
those of great wealth. New York City’s Central Park, which was created in 1853, is
considered to be the first peoples’ park in the United States.

During the latter portion of the Nineteenth Century, indignation of the public at child labor
and crowded slum tenement conditions led to the development of the playground
movement and the concept of organized play and recreation emerged. In the years
following, two distinct philosophies and professions grew with respect to the development
and utilization of parks and recreations areas.

Horticulturists and naturalists were primarily concerned with the development of a park
as a thing of beauty, while recreation leaders saw areas of public land as a resource for
meeting the active recreation and play needs of the people. Over the years the ideas have
merged and resulted in parks and recreation departments.

In the State of Michigan, Public Act 261 of 1965 established that the Board of County
Commissioners could create a Parks and Recreation Commission. Calhoun County
identified this as a goal in their 1971 Regional Parks and Open Space Plan and appointed
the first Parks and Recreation Commission shortly thereafter.

9



At this time Calhoun County owned two properties that were used as park land. In the
1960’s Kimball Sanitarium (now named Kimball Pines) was purchased by the county. It
was the first major recreational development for Calhoun County when it was opened in
May of 1975.

County Park (now named Historic Bridge Park) existed as a road side park from the early
1900’s. In the late 1980’s the roads and bridges connecting the park were assessed by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and deemed substandard. Consequently, F
Drive North was rerouted and a new bridge was constructed to provide an adequate, safe
entrance to the park.

Then in 1972, the county purchased 4,200 feet of river frontage from Walter Mulvaney
that is now Riverside Park. This acquisition joined Kimball Pines and Historic Bridge Park
to create one long contiguous piece of park land divided by a railroad.

What is now known as the Ott Biological Preserve was assembled in pieces over a period
of time. In 1911 the first 105 acres were acquired by Jay R. D. Snyder and Edward Brigham
(founder of the Kingman Museum). An additional 151 acres were purchased by Dr. John
Harvey Kellogg in 1946 and all of the land was deeded to Albion College. Then in 1977, the
county purchased the 256 acre park from Albion College for $56,000.00. The final 42 acres
were donated by Mr. Alex Sutarek, bringing the total to 298 acres in 1995.

In early 1994 the Calhoun County Board of Commissioners created a citizen advisory
committee to study the Preserve and make recommendations for its management. This
committee eventually became a 501©3 called Friends of the Ott.

The county owned and managed these four park properties until 1996, when the Parks
Department was transferred to the Parks Board of Trustees at the Calhoun County Road
Commission. The parks stayed in their control until Nov. 1, 2012, when the Calhoun
County Road Commission was dissolved. At that point management was returned to the
county where the Office of Community Development and a newly appointed Parks and
Recreation Commission were established.

The final piece of the park inventory was added in late 2014, when the Calhoun County
Trailway, Phase 1 was completed. The 5.28 mile Trailway connects all of the parks and
provides a non-motorized path for pedestrians and bicycle use. It was an eight year
project that was executed by the Calhoun County Trailway Alliance, Calhoun County, and
many local and statewide financers.
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Administrative Structure

County Administration & Commissions

A board of elected officials governs Calhoun County. The Calhoun County Board of
Commissioners and the appointed County Administrator/Controller oversee the
management and administration of all the county agencies. The County Board of
Commissioners appoints the Parks and Recreation Commissioners as the governing body
that addresses and makes recommendations for parks and recreation management.

Calhoun County Commissioners (2015-2016 term)
District 1 - Kathy Sue Dunn

District 2 — Carla C. Reynolds
District 3 - Jim Haadsma
District 4 - Steve Frisbie
District 5 - Derek King
District 6 - Blaine VanSickle
District 7 — Michael Bearman

Calhoun County Administrators

Kelli Scott, County Administrator/Controller
Bradley Wilcox, Assistant County Administrator
Richard Lindsey, Corporation Counsel

Calhoun County Elected Officials

Anne Norlander, Clerk/Register of Deeds

David E. Gilbert, Prosecuting Attorney

Matthew M. Saxton, Sherrif

Christine Schauer, Treasurer

Christine Kosmowski, Water Resources Commissioner

Parks and Recreation Commissioners

Derek King, Chair of Parks and Recreation Commission & Calhoun County Commissioner*
Annette Chapman, with the Battle Creek Community Foundation

Dr. Bill Comai, Member of Friends of the Ott

Chad Curtis, Owner of Getaway Sports in Battle Creek

Jesse Jacox, Emmett Township Trustee

Christine Kosmowski, Calhoun County Water Resources Commissioner *

Allyn Miller, President, Harper Creek Community Schools, Board of Education

Dorie Rios, Tribal Council Member of Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi

Ron Sootsman, Calhoun County Trailway Alliance member

Blaine VanSickle, Chair of County Planning Commission & Calhoun County Commissioner *
* positions specified by statute
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Calhoun County Staff

The Community Development Educator reports to the Assistant County Administrator.
The Community Development Educator oversees the development of the county parks
system and recreational events associated with them, marketing and promotions, as well
as identifying and implementing new funding sources. This position coordinates with the
Administrative Services Manager to manage maintenance and construction related issues
in the park system.

Staff
Ingrid Ault, Community Development Educator

Curtis Smyers, Administrative Services Manager
Brent Thelen, GIS Coordinator
Pat Dadow, Support Staff

Public Input Opportunities

Public input is considered an integral part of the planning process when developing and

updating the five-year parks and recreation master plan. The forums listed below were

three ways used to gather information to develop this plan.

1. Ahard copy and online survey was conducted to gather information about park
knowledge, use patterns, and future preferences in park development.

2. Two public meetings were held to expand upon the survey research and to gather
detailed information about specific use preferences for future park development.

3. Social media tools including a monthly park and recreation e-newsletter and a
Facebook page have been used to gather input regarding current and future parks
management and development.

Budget and Funding

Budget Process

The Calhoun County Road Commission was managing the parks system until 2012 when
they were dissolved and the transfer of the park system was entrusted to the Office of
Community Development. The budget process occurs in August of each year where
funding is identified for management and development of our five county owned parks.

Currently, the county parks system is being developed to be self-supporting. The Parks
and Recreation Commissioners are exploring new and innovative funding opportunities
that include public and private partnerships.

For fiscal year 2015, the county parks and recreation budget is $86,571.68. Revenues are

derived from four areas:

1. A small amount comes from pavilion or park rental revenue.

2. Asignificant amount is received from an endowment established by Enbridge Energy
for maintenance of improvements at Historic Bridge Park.

3. Some is funded through fees from the Solid Waste Department.

4. And the remainder is monies from an insurance claim for the loss of the plantation
pines in Kimball Pines Park.
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We are currently working with the Calhoun County Trailway Alliance to establish an
endowment to maintain the Calhoun County Trailway. In addition, a subcommittee has
been formed to assist in identifying and securing new funding streams for future park
maintenance and development.

Sources of Funding for the Parks and Recreation Budget

State and federal grant programs are necessary for the future development of parks and
recreation in Calhoun County. Grant programs administered by the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources and Department of Environmental Quality have included the
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, which derives income from oil and gas leases and
matches local funds for parkland acquisitions and parks improvements, and the state
income tax-supported Clean Michigan Initiative Recreation Bond, which provides grant
opportunities. Federal programs including the Transportation Enhancement Act, the Clean
Lakes Program, Urban Forests, and Small Business Administration have been options in
recent years.

Gifts, donations, and bequests are also possible funding sources. Gifts and memorials for
specific tree plantings, park benches, playgrounds, picnic shelters, picnic tables, bridges,
trails, etc. are areas that should be developed and implemented.

Public/private partnerships can help defray operating expenses and increase visibility of
programs and events throughout the community as well as create potential new sources of
revenue. Our partnership with Enbridge Energy and the Calhoun County Trailway Alliance
are two examples of successful collaborations that benefit the entire county.

Future Funding

The continued growth of the county parks system requires that a sustainable funding
stream be identified and established. The demand for parks and recreation has been
established as a need for human well-being in the community and will increase in the
future. Creative and innovative sources for partnerships and collaborations are the future;
Calhoun County must be ready to identify and capture these opportunities as they present
themselves.
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Inventory of the Parks System

Open Space Inventory

Recreational facilities in Calhoun County offer a wide variety of opportunities and
activities for area residents and visitors. Because this is a county plan, it covers many
jurisdictional boundaries; hence there are separate inventory lists.

The inventory consists of seven different categories depending upon who owns and
manages the property. We have selected to divide the inventory into County owned
parcels, school owned parcels, municipal owned parcels, other agency open space parcels,
boat launches, golf courses, campgrounds and Trailways.

Calhoun County Parks (Map 1)
Calhoun County has four parks and one Trailway that connects three of the four parks. All
of the parks are located in Emmett Township and are identified on map 1.

Historic Bridge Park

Currently, Historic Bridge Park, formerly known as “County Park” exists along the
Kalamazoo River and Dickinson Creek. The park offers many recreational opportunities
such as picnicking, walking/hiking, bike riding, fishing, boating, and wildlife observation.

The most unique aspect of Historic Bridge Park is the restored bridges that exist within it.
The bridges are an integral part of the Trailway system. The concept of Historic Bridge
Park is to rehabilitate historic bridges, which can no longer serve vehicular transportation,
to another use such as pedestrian or non-motorized activities. The restored bridges are
placed within the park to serve not only as part of a pedestrian path, but also as a “hands
on” exhibit of Michigan’s transportation history and the technology of cast iron and steel
fabrication. There are five bridges included within the park.

Other noteworthy additions to the park include enhancements provided by Enbridge
Energy as with a gift to the community due to the oil spill in July of 2010. An investment of
approximately $1,000,000 was made and included the addition of a playground for
children age 12 and under, a pavilion area, indoor restrooms, a handicap accessible boat
launch, improvements to pathways, picnic tables, grills, and educational and informational
signage. A copy of the Historic Bridge Park: Site Layout Plan is provided in the appendix
under document 2.

Kimball Pines

Kimball Pines is located off of Michigan Avenue, behind the Calhoun County Medical Care
Facility in Emmett Township. It was formerly known as Kimball Sanitarium, until it was
purchased in the 1960’s and became part of the Calhoun County park system. This park is
mainly used by the public for hiking, biking, disc golf, and picnicking.

In the 1930’s and 1940’s 100 acres of plantation pines were planted at this location. Plantation
pines are trees that have been planted closely in rows that run both north/south and east/west
with the intention that some trees will be removed. The park also contains deciduous
woodlands, ponds and a creek that is a tributary of the Kalamazoo River.

14



In May 2011, the park was devastated by straight line winds that toppled the trees. Over three
years the park has undergone a transformation while the downed trees where logged and sold.
The park is now ready for redevelopment in areas that do not have a specific purpose as well as
re-opening the disc golf course that was part of the park.

In the past the park was used by Silver Leaf Renaissance Faire as the location for a privately run
Renaissance Fair until 2012 when they vacated the premises. Other uses included an 18 hole
disc golf course and a segment of the North County Trail that transverses the property. The site
contains two restrooms that are in need of repair and a maintenance building that remains
useable.

Ott Biological Preserve

The Ott Biological Preserve is located just east of Battle Creek in Emmett Township, off of
Michigan Avenue at the end of Arlington. This greenspace includes 298 acres of natural
habitats that are mainly used by the public for hiking, exploring fauna, and observing
wildlife. The removal of any species, plant or animal life is prohibited.

Within the boundaries of the preserve are two spring fed kettle lakes, Brigham Lake and
Hall Lake, as well as the east edge of Dexter Lake, wet peaty lowlands and dry, sandy
uplands. The uplands include two prominent eskers (glacial ridges), one traveling nearly
the length of the property from southwest to northeast.

Elevations in the preserve range from 852 to 920 feet above sea level, with the lowest
point being Hall Lake and the highest point near the northeast edge of the property. Well-
developed hardwood forests of the uplands include black, red and white oaks, and pignut
and shagbark hickories with flowering dogwood as a common understory tree. Common
tree species of the lowland hardwood forests are yellow birch, red maple and black ash,
with spicebush in the understory. Some of the forested areas are less developed and
represent fields and orchards abandoned as recently as 30 years ago. Common trees in
these areas include young black and red oaks, box elders, and apples.

The lake edges are ringed with trees such as pussywillow, tamarack, and poison sumac.
From the tree-line to the water’s edge is an interesting habitat called prairie fen, which is
underlain by marly, alkaline soils and dominated by sedges. These fens support
carnivorous plants including the purple pitcher plant, sundew and bladderworts, and
several spectacular orchids.

Marshes on the preserve are dominated by sedges, grasses, cattails, and shrubby species
such as red-osier dogwood and willows. In addition, several species of frogs, toads, and
turtles exist in the forest, fens and marshes. Numerous birds and waterfowl call the
preserve home, as well as gray squirrels, raccoons and white-tailed deer.

Riverside Park

Riverside Park is located on Wattles Road to the west of Historic Bridge Park. It is situated
on the banks of the Kalamazoo River with the Dickinson Creek Tributary flowing through
it. It is approximately 74 acres of undeveloped greenspace that contains a large amount of
wetlands and some rustic trails that are not being maintained. Parts of the trails are old
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two track lanes and several places are blocked by fallen trees. It is adjacent to and only
accessible through Historic Bridge Park.

Calhoun County Trailway

The Calhoun County Trailway is a 5.28 mile crushed gravel trail that begins at Raymond
and E. Emmett St,, travels through the Ott Biological Preserve, crosses Michigan Ave. into
Kimball Pines, and continues southeast to the entrance of Historic Bridge Park.

The Trailway provides for recreational and educational activities of all ages and abilities.
Access points including parking are found at:
e the corner of Raymond and E. Emmett St.,
the Jameson Road parking lot to the Ott Biological Preserve,
the Arlington Road parking lot to the Ott Biological Preserve,
the middle parking lot in Kimball Pines,
parking lots in Historic Bridge Park.
The ten foot wide Trailway surface is suitable for pedestrian, bike, and wheelchair access;
all motorized vehicles are prohibited.

A copy of the Calhoun County Trailway, Phase 1, Segment 1, specifications cover sheet is
located in the appendix under document 3.
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Municipal Parks and Open Spaces

gle| .
2 HELE:
5| & ] 5| 8 -
2 £le T 2lEl_| |s|§ % <3 Municipal Parks and Open Spaces (Map 2)
‘B = 3| = = e .
HEEEP A EIEE g 28|z HE 2 % The Municipal Parks and Open Space inventory
Map ID # [Park Name Address Ownership aces| $| 21 8| 8[5| 8| 2|82 53182 5|8]2[2]3/8]5]8 other lists all known parks and open spaces in Calhoun
7 Mcintosh Park Hoaglin St City of Albion 127 | X X| XX X : :
8 Ketchum Field North St City of Albion 73 | X X X X X X X County that are managed by a Clty or tOWHShlp.
9 Crowell Park N Superior St City of Albion 2.0
10 McClure Park River front City of Albion 216 0ld train trussle
11 Holland Park W Cass St City of Albion 6.0 X
12 Harris Field W Cass St City of Albion 7.4
13 Washington Street Park Washington St City of Albion 0.9
14 Molder Park N Superior St City of Albion 0.0 American Molder statue lacation
15 Bournelis Park Cass/Superior St City of Albion 0.1
16 Lloyd Park East Cass St City of Albion 0.8
17 Stoffer Park / Market Place 211 Market Place City of Albion 1.8 outdoor marketplace
18 Porter Street Canoe Dock Porter St City of Albion 0.1
19 Reiger Park 112 W. Cass City of Albion 9.3 X football, sledding, skating, swimming
20 Victory Park 112 W. Cass City of Albion 393 X football, sledding, skating, swimming
21 Barnes Park Waters St City of Albion 1.0 X
22 McAuliffe Park Austin Ave City of Albion 7.6 X Flower garden
23 Albion Berrien Dog Park E. Pike St. & Division City of Albion 0.8 Basic dog park
38 Fell Park Park Ridge Drive, BC., City of Battle Creek 89.7 XX Bike trail
39 Julia Milner Park Corner of Roseneath & Howland City of Battle Creek 0.4 X| X| X
40 Claude Evans Park N Washington Ave City of Battle Creek 5.0 X| X| X X
41 Irving Park Corner of Emmett and North Ave City of Battle Creek 46.9 X]| X ]| X X | X X Horse shoes
42 Bailey Park 7400 Division Dr. City of Battle Creek 97.0 X| X | X X | X
43 Quaker Park 135 Fremont St City of Battle Creek 2.8 X| X] X X Histaric
44 Piper Park Capital Ave NE City of Battle Creek 7.2 X| X]|X X | X
45 McCamly Park N Washington Ave & W Mich Ave City of Battle Creek 1.6 X| X Performance area
46 McCrea Park McCrea St City of Battle Creek 17.3 X | X Sledding
47 Monument Park Division & Michigan Ave City of Battle Creek 1.1 X X Memorials
48 Meachem Park Meachem St City of Battle Creek 0.7 Sledding
49 Prospect Park S Washingtan Ave City of Battle Creek 2.2
50 Post Park E Michigan Ave City of Battle Creek 7.9 Track
51 CIliff Street Park CIiff St City of Battle Creek 1.2
52 Hamilton Park 151 Academy St City of Battle Creek 2.0 Drinking fountain
53 Willard Beach Park Capital Ave SW City of Battle Creek 17.0 X Swimming
54 Woodland Park & Nature Preserve Helmer Ave City of Battle Creek 144.7 X Biking, Trails, Cross Country Skiing
55 Stellrecht Park 85 Bennett St City of Battle Creek 0.6 X Benches
56 Leila Arboretum & Kingman Museum 928 W Michigan Ave, B.C. City of Battle Creek 66.1 X Sledding, Bike trail
57 Hamblin Park Hamblin Ave City of Battle Creek 0.8
58 Friendship Park Capital Ave Ne & State St W City of Battle Creek 1.7 X performance area
59 Horseshoe Bend Park Wagner Drive City of Battle Creek 2.0 X
60 Wave Park McCamly 5t City of Battle Creek 0.1 X sm performances
61 Begg Park 503 Military Ave City of Springfield 18.3 X Farmer's market, Banquet center
62 Upton Avenue Park Upton Ave City of Springfield 5.5 X
63 Skeet Gehrman Park Bedford Rd (State Hwy 37) Bedford Tawnship 4.9
64 Cross Wellington Courts Corner of Cross & Wellington Bedford Township 11
65 Binder Park Zoo 7400 Division Dr City of Battle Creek 433.0 Animals, train, tram & carousel rides
79 Cook Paint Corner lot of Kalamazoo & Linden City of Marshall 0.7
80 Alcott Park 500 block Alcott City of Marshall 0.8
81 Garvin Property 600 block Union City of Marshall 11
82 Marshall Athletic Fields 1201 W Michigan Ave City of Marshall 14.2 football
83 Carver Park Corner of Exchange & Michigan City of Marshali 0.3 water fountain
84 Ketchum Park Montgomery St City of Marshall 213 X Skateboarding
85 Stuart's Landing 603 Homer Rd City of Marshall 10.2 X Band Shell
86 Brooks Nature Area 18 1/2 Mile Rd City of Marshall 149.2 Trails
87 Sherman Park 200 block Linden City of Marshall 1.5
88 Clarendon Township Park 22 Mile Rd Clarendon Township 7.0
89 Convis Township Hall 19500 15 Mile Road Convis Township 8.4
102 Leroy Township Park 871 Graham Lake Terrace Leroy Township 6.0
121 John Wilson Park N Capital Ave Village of Athens 14.3 2 X Farmer's market, horseshoes
122 Webster Street Park Webster St Village of Homer 1.8 X X
123 Grist Mill Park M-60 Village of Homer 2.5 X Linear path
124 Lakefront Park Waterman St Village of Homer 8.2 X
125 Cheney Park E Randall St Village of Tekonsha 7.0 X
126 Greenwood Park Greenwood Ave Wash. Hghts Untd Methodist 9.8 X| X
127 Mill Race Park Capital Ave SW WK Kellog Foundation 1.8 XX Track
128 Ardmoor Park 200 block Ardmoor Dr Calhoun County Road Department 4.4 X
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Other Agency Open Spaces
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2|25 T 7| € =| 5 z|<|3
s19lEls| (8] |F|lulwl83|8|.128]2 w5582
ol 5| a8 Elo|lo|l®w(e|m|l2|lo|le|(g| 2| Ria|lE|L] 7
Flele|5|2|Z15|2|S(2|z|5(x|El%|5|2|2|€E|2|8
Map ID # |Park Name Address Ownership Aces |2 |S|S[&8& sl&ISlE|s|2|3|8|l8|&8| & b 2|8 £| & |other
1|Whitehouse Nature Center Albion College Albion College 1350 | X | X '-t
71|Calhoun County Fairgrounds 720 Fair St Calhoun County Agricultural & Industrial Society 42.3 X
72{Paddler's Grove S River Drive Calhoun Co. Consv Dist 33.8 X
73|Angler's Bend 11 Mile Rd Calhoun Co Consv Dist 0.0 X X
74|Saylor's Landing 15 Mile Rd Calhoun Co. Consv Dist 33 X X X X
75|Brandt Woods 25297 H Drive N Cathoun County Conservation District 101.6
76|Hart's Lake Stanley Dr Calhoun County Conservation District 329.3
111|Bernard W Baker Sanctuary 15 Mile Rd Michigan Audubon Society 898.0 X X X Geocache
112|Voorhees Sanctuary 24 Mile Rd & O Drive N [Michigan Audubon Society 35.0
120|Fort Custer Recreation Area Fort Custer Dr United States of America 1436.9] X X| X| X X X | X XX X Swimmimg, Biking, Horse back riding
131|Kiwanis Outdoor Center S Minges Rd Kiwanis Club of Lakeview BC 59.8

Other Agency Open Spaces (Map 3)
The Other Agency Open Spaces lists properties that are open for use by the public that are
managed by groups that are not part of a governmental unit.
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Inventory of Calhoun County School Owned Property

gle|.
2 5|8
5| & 2 - 8|83
w E c B -"% 's = ‘ti z- g =
ElS|2lc| 2] |= gl 3ls| [S]28].|s|5|8|3
Sls|8|8la|b|eld|=B|B2|8|e|E|22l2|E]L%
BlE|E|B|=2|2|5|8|2|E|(2|B|%|E|Z(S|E|S[E|E(8
Map ID # |Park Name Address Ownership Acres| 2 |S | S| 8| &G |2|2[8IE[FIS|8|8|2|8|5[2/S|8| 2|8 |other
2 Gold Star Park Clark and Michigan Ave. Albion Public Schools 0.8 Memorial site
3 Caldwell Elementary 1100 North Berrien St, Albion, Mi Albion Public Schools 6.5 X
4 Harrington Elementary 100 S Clark St, Albion, MI Albion Public Schools 12.9 X
5 Athens Middle & High School 300 E Holcomb St Athens Public Schools 26.8 X X X Track & Field, Football
6 East Leroy Elementary School 4320 K Drive So, East Leroy, M| Athens Public Schools 17.4 X X X
24 Battle Creek Christian 1035 Wagner Dr. Battle Creek Christian School 6.1 X X X
25 A nn J. Kellogg Elementary School 306 Champion St, Battle Creek, M| Battle Creek Public Schools 8.4 X X
26 Battle Creek Math & Science Center 171 West Michigan Ave Battle Creek Public Schools 22.5 X Plaza area with seating
27 Battle Creek Central High School 100 W VanBuren St. Battle Creek Public Schools 29.1 X X X| X Track & Field, Football
28 Dudley STEM School 308 W Roosevelt St Battle Creek Public Schools 12.8
29 Coburn Elementary 39 Fairhome Ave. Battle Creek Public Schools 29.0 X X
30 Franklin Elementary 20 Newark Ave. Battle Creek Public Schools 3.3 X X
31 Fremont Elementary 115 E. Emmett St. Battle Creek Public Schools 3.7 X X
32 LaMora Park Elementary 65 N. Woodlawn Ave. Battle Creek Public Schools 11.2 X X
33 Northwestern Middle School 176 Limit St. Battle Creek Public Schools 35.9 X X Track, Football
34 Springfield Middle School 1023 Avenue A Battle Creek Public Schools 45.1 X X X
35 Urbandale Elementary 123 N. Bedford Rd. Battle Creek Public Schools 5.0 X X
36 Valley View Elementary 960 Avenue A Battle Creek Public Schools 19.5 X X
37 Verona Elementary 825 NE Capital Ave. Battle Creek Public Schools 4.6 X X
66 Calhoun Christian School 20 S. Woodrow Ave. Calhoun Christian School 13.6 X X X Track, Football
77 Albion High School 225 Watson St, Albion, Mi Albion Public Schools 44.3 X X X | X Track,& Field, Football
78 Endeavor Charter Academy 380 N. Helmer Rd. Charter Development Company 8.6 X X X
90 Bedford Community Family Learning Ctr. 315 Hutchinson Rd. Gull Lake Public Schools 7.0 X X
91 Sonoma Elementary School 4640 B Drive S Harper Creek Comm. Schools 14.4 X X X
92 Wattles Park Elementary 132 S. Wattles Rd. Harper Creek Comm. Schools 25.1 X X X X Soccer
93 Beadle Lake Elementary School 8175 C Drive N Harper Creek Comm. Schoals 9.9 X X X
94 Harper Creek Middle School 7290 B Drive North, Battle Creek Harper Creek Comm. Schools 57.6 X X X | X Track & Field, Footbali
95 Harper Creek High School 12677 Beadle Lake Rd. Harper Creek Comm. Schools 48.8 X X X | X Track & Field, Football
96 Homer Elementary, Middle, High Schools 403 S. Hillsdale St. Homer Public Schools 36.1 X X X X | X Track & Field, Football
97 Lakeview Middle & High School 300 S. 28th St, 15060 Helmer Rd. S. Lakeview School District 93.1 X X X Track & Field, Football, Soccer
98 Prairieview Elementary School Park 1675 Iroquois Ave. Lakeview School District 5.4 X X X X Soccer
99 Riverside Elementary School Park 650 Riverside Dr. Lakeview School District 77.9 X X X X Soccer
100 Westlake Elementary School Park 1184 S. 24th St. Lakeview School District 12.9 X X X X Soccer
101 Minges Brook Elementary School Park 435 Lincoln Hill Dr Lakeview School District 11.8 X X X X Soccer
103 Mar-Lee School 21236 H Drive N. Mar-Lee Public School 9.6 X X X X Track, Soccer
104 Grever's Nature Center Verona Rd, Marshall, Ml Marshall Public Schools 90.6 X | X Cross Country Skiing
105 Walters Elementary School 705 N. Marshall Ave. Marshall Public Schools 10.1 X X X Multi purpose field
106 Marshall High School 701 N Marshall Ave. Marshall Public Schools 57.2 X X X Track & Field, Football, Soccer
107 Gordon Elementary School 400 N. Gordon St. Marshall Public Schools 8.4 X X Soccer,Multi purpose field
108 Hughes Elementary School 103 W. Hughes Marshall Public Schools 6.2 X X X Track, Soccer, Multi purpose field
109 Marshall Middle School 100 E. Green St. Marshall Public Schools 7.2 X
110 Marshall Academy 18203 Homer Rd. Marshall Public Schools 34.2 X X Multi purpose field
113 Pennfield North Elementary School 7422 V Drive N (Poorman Rd) Pennfield Public Schools 9.7 X X
114 Pennfield Middle & High Schools 8587 Pennfield Rd Pennfield Public Schools 64.5 X X X Track & Field, Football, Soccer
115 Pennfield Central Elementary School 8465 Pennfield Rd (Dunlap) Pennfield Public Schools 7.2 X X X Multi purpose field
116 Purdy Elementary School 6510 Purdy Dr Pennfield Public Schools 10.4 X X X
117 St. Philip Catholic Central High School 20 Cherry St Roman Cathalic Diocese of Kalamazoo 4.1 X
118 St. Joseph Elem. & Middle School 47 N 23rd St St. Josephs Catholic Church 9.1 X X X
119 Tekonsha Elementary and High Schools 245 S Elm St Tekonsha Community Schools 29.1 X X X Track & Field, Football, Multi purpose field
129 Arbor Academy 55 Arbor St Foundation for Behaviorial Resources 0.4 X X
130 Battle Creek Academy 480 Parkway Dr Michigan Conference Association of Seventh-Day Adventists 36.3 X X X

Calhoun County Schools (Map 4)

The Calhoun County School inventory lists public, private, and charter school owned

properties located within Calhoun County.
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Campgrounds (Map 5) - _
The campground inventory lists all properties that have facilities for tent and recreation
vehicles that are within the boundaries of Calhoun County. Each site also has a complete
listing of amenities found at each location.

Golf courses (Map 5)

The golf course inventory lists all public and some private golf courses. The private
courses that are included are open for daily use fees and do not require an annual
membership fee for use.

Public Boat Launches (Map 5) . '
The public boat launch list encompasses boat launches that are available for public use on
lakes and river ways. The inventory lists specifics about the type of launch and the

surrounding amenities.
Campgrounds
Daily/Weekly
# of Doesith
Name Address City cost for o. On site amenities Website i oes it have
. campsites river access?
campsite use
http://www.calh ir.
Ca;::'::loiz:zty 720 Fair St Marshall $20 100 Electric, dump site, subject to event schedule c;ar:ui:coun AL No
$45 a night Pool, store, showers, laundry, internet & cable,
Camp Turkeyville 18935 15 1/2 Mile Road Marshall $250 wegek 182 RV volleyball, horseshoe, fish pond, playground, http://campturkeyvitle.com/ No
community room, and restaurant
RV park for Seniors, water, electric (on meter), sewer, R
i http://www.c llage.net/h
Camper Village, Se'asonal 3420 State Route M66, Athens N/A * and cable TV, potlucks, cookouts, happy hours, craft p:// ampervillage.net/ho No
RV Park for Seniors : me.html
workshops, and field trips, pool -
Indoor heated pool, hot tub, electronic dart boards,
. Hills Fami b i T
LBl L7 21901 Collier Avenue Battle Creek N/A 200 . oard and card games, ping pong, reading area / Facebook page Pond
Campground library, fireplace, pool tables, TV iounge, and rustic
camps sites
Lighthouse Village RV Yearly http://www.lighthousevillage.co
€ & 1001 24 Mile Road Homer 578 Member Many membership amenities e =18 == |St Joseph River
Resort ) m/
ship fee
Handicap facilities, flush toilets, a swimming pool,
Quality Camping Inc 5775 0Old Us Highway 27 § Tekonsha $30/5180 252 laundromat, playground, fishing, beach swimming, http://qualitycampinginc.com/ | Nottawa Lake
camp store, recreation room, building rental
R ' d 7, iFi, , swim, fish, i ing, http: .rock d.
ockey s.Cal.'npgroun ) 19880 27 1/2 Mile Rd. Albion $32/$160 8 .3 WiFi, beach S}Aflm ish, playground ‘boa'.clr'lg game | http://www.rockeyscampgroun Bass Lake
Michigan cabins room, pavilion, laundry, RV repair, mini golf com
R . mini | htto:
Tri Lake Trails 219 Lyon Lake Rd Marshall $30-850 272 Hiking, swim, beach, fishing boat/cano.e r.amp mini | http //W mlchlga.n c?rg/proper Lakes
golf, playground, shuffleboar and picnic area ty/tri-lake-trails-inc/
http: .facebook.com/pa
Camp Holston, Seventh Camping for kids, with crafts, swimming, boating, 0://orarw (f:m com/pages Small Private
’ 2 Lake Rd Battle Creek | 269-979-33 ’ fishing, , ) 5 : [Camp-
Day Baptist Church 321 Cotton Lake attle Cree 69-979-3320 ishing, .gar'nes campfires. Lodge, separated boys' and Holston/1514896982476722sk=in Lake
girls' dorms, a boathouse, outdoor stage. fo

* = no data



Golf Courses

Public or Size
Name Address City Website private (9 or 18)
Battle http://www.binderparkgolf.c 9, 18 and
Binder Park Golf Course {7255 B Drive South |Creek om/ Public 27
1225 S Kalamazoo http://www.alwyndowns.we
Alwyn Downs Golf Club  [Ave Marshall |bs.com/ Public 18
Battle http://oaklandhillsgolfclub.co|Public &
Oakland Hills Golf Club 11619 HDrN Creek m/ Membership |9 & 18
http://www.themedalist.com |Public &
The Medalist Golf Club 15701 NDr N Marshall |/ Membership |9 & 18
Tomac Woods Golf 14827 26 1/2 Mile
Course Rd Albion www.tomacwoods.com Public 9&18
Bedford Valley Golf
Course, 1 of 5 of Gull Lake |23161 Waubascon |Battle http://www.gulllakeview.co
View Golf Club & Resort |Road Creek m/ Public 18
14000 Renton Battle http://www.cedargolfclub.co |Public &
Cedar Creek Golf Club Road Creek m/ Membership (18
Battle http://www.cedargolfclub.co |Public &
Cedar Farms Golf Club 12111 Helmer Rd S |Creek m/ Membership (18
Battle
Marywood Golf Course 21310 North Ave |Creek http://marywoodgolf.com/ |Public 9&18
http://www.marshallcountry
Marshall Country Club 151 Lyon Lake Rd |Marshall [club.com/home.html Private 18
Riverside Golf Club & 245 Columbia Ave |Battle
Banquet Center E Creek http://www.bcriverside.com/|Public 18
Battle
Springbrook Golf Couse  |1600 Avenue A Creek Under Construction Public 9
318 Country Club |Battle
Battle Creek Country Club |Dr Creek http://battlecreekcc.com/ Private 18
2728 Country Club
Duck Lake Country Club [Lane Albion http://www.ducklakecc.com/ |Private 18
Burlingto
Turtle Creek Golf Club 9044 R Drive South |n http://turtlecreekgc.com/ Public 9&18




Public Boat Launches

Ramp | Courtesy Water Water-
Site Name Location . Toilets | Parking Craft
Code Pier Acres
Control

Nottawa Lake Tekonsha Township

Section 3 2 YES 10 116 D, F
Goguac Lake Battle Creek City

Section 14 2 YES YES 31 352 F
Lanes Lake Convis Township

Section 27 2 YES 5 23
Duck Lake Clarence Township

Section 9 2 YES YES 28 630
Warner Lake Tekonsha Township

Section 6 2 YES YES 10 58
Upper Brace Lake Eckford Township

Section 7 2 YES YES 20 56
Lee Lake Newton Township

Section 27 2 YES YES 5 116
Prairie Lake Clarence Township

Section 33 2 YES YES 10 62
Winnipeg Lake Sheridan Township

Section 17 3 YES 7 31
Gordon Lake Clarence Township

Section 26 2 YES YES 6 18
Wabascon Lake Bedford Township

Section 2 2 YES 20 70
Homer Homer Township
Kalamazoo River Section 5 4 NO 10
Saylor's Landing Marshall Township
Kalamazoo River Section 34 2 YES 10
River Park Emmett Township
Kalamazoo River Section 15 4 NO 6
20th Street Bedford Township
Kalamazoo River Section 34 2 NO 6
Curry Park Homer Township
Homer Lake Section 7 2 YES NO 20 240
Leroy Township Park |Leroy Township
Graham Lake Section 12 3 YES 15 143
Ramp Codes Watercraft Control

2 - A hard-surfaced ramp, in areas of limited water depth or lake
size, where launching, retrieving, and use of larger

boats may be difficult.

3 - A gravel-surfaced ramp.
4 - A carry-down launching area. Site does not have an improved

ramp and is suitable for launching cartop boats

and canoes only.

D - High-speed boating and water skiing
permitted 11:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.(EST)

only.

F - Local watercraft controls other than
those listed above, apply only to a part of

the body of water.
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Trailways (Map 6)
The Trailways map shows the different types of trailways located in Calhoun County.

Trail Name Owner Total Length in Miles
Battle Creek Bike Path City of Battle Creek 15.12

Battle Creek Linear Park City of Battle Creek 40.34
Calhoun County Trailway Calhoun County 5.28

Emmett Township Bike Path Emmett Township 10.8

Homer Linear Park Village of Homer 0.79
Marshall Riverwalk City of Marshall 1.56

North Country Trail 56.41*

* The North County Trail is over 4,600 miles in length. The number reported is the length
through Calhoun County.
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Barrier Free (Accessibility) Evaluation
One out of five Michigan citizens, approximately two million people, experiences a
disability according to the Michigan Centers for Independent Living. According to recent
Calhoun County census data of our population:

® 4.6% of those under 18 are identified as having a disability,

* 12.2% of those age 18 to 64 are identified as having a disability,

® 39% of those over 65 are identified as having a disability.
Of Calhoun County’s population, 19,687 people have been identified as having a disability
in our community. That is almost 1 person for every seven people in the population.

Itis a goal of the Calhoun County Parks and Recreation Commissioners to provide
reasonable accommodations to facilitate the opportunity for all to participate and utilize
the facilities and events that the department provides, regardless of their level of ability.

Historic Bridge Park

Four of the five historic bridges are accessible to all through the boardwalk and pathways
that are ADA compliant. The fifth bridge is only accessible by stairways on either side of
the bridge.

In 2012, park improvements funded by Enbridge Energy provided increased access to
park users at all levels.

* The parking lot was expanded with a hard surface and striped to provide 2 handicap
parking spaces, 53 car parking spaces, and 2 bus parking spaces,

e ADA compliant restrooms were added,
Two handicap accessible wood picnic tables,

¢ Anaccessible boat launch for canoes and kayaks known as an EZ Dock.

The playground equipment is designed for use between ages 5 and 12, but it does not meet
accessibility standards.

Calhoun County Trailway

The 5.28 mile non-motorized Trailway is located in Emmett Township and connects the
Ott Biological Preserve, Kimball Pines, and Historic Bridge Park with a crushed gravel
surface that is suitable for pedestrians, wheel chairs, and bicycles. This is a newly created
Trailway that is ADA compliant.

Kimball Pines

This park has been closed to the public since the straight line wind storm in May 2011. The
park has been cleared of debris from the storm and is now ready for redevelopment. None
of the amenities present prior to the storm including parking lots, trails, or restrooms
were ADA compliant. The one area of improvement is the section of the Trailway that runs
along the perimeter of the north, west, and south part of the park. There is opportunity to
incorporate ADA rules into the redevelopment of the property.

Ott Biological Preserve
This park serves primarily as a nature preserve as it contains rare species and users are
encouraged to stay on the marked trail to protect flora and fauna. The park consists of

22



trails that are rustic and generally firm and stable with a few exceptions, and a few slopes
that are beyond the trail guidelines to be ADA compliant. The Arlington Road entrance has
access to the natural trails and the Jameson Road entrance isn’t an accessible due to stairs
leading to the trails.

The parking lot at the Arlington Road entrance has 37 parking spaces of which two are
handicap identified. The Jameson Road entrance has 30 parking spaces of which one is
handicap identified. Both of these parking lots are accessible to a portion of the Calhoun
County Trailway that runs through the Preserve. However, the remainder of the parkis
non-compliant due to the topography and design of the natural area. Portions of the

natural trails have boardwalks and one historic bridge that abut to them, but reaching
these points is difficult.

Riverside Park

This park is not being promoted to the public and is not being maintained. The entrance to
the park is through Historic Bridge Park and remains non ADA compliant.

Grant Inventory

Below is an inventory of identified grants received by Calhoun County. Due to changes in
leadership and department management this may not be a complete list.

Parks and Recreation Grant Inventory

Project # | Grantor Year Park Amount | Description Status
MDNR | 1975 Kimball $156,000.00 | Construction Closed

26-00690 MDNR | 1976 Ott $28,000.00 | Property acquisition Closed
26-01039 MDNR 1978 HBP $15,000.00 | Improvements Closed
MDOT | 1996 HBP $228,560.00 | 133rd Road Bridge Closed

STE4131953% MDOT | 1999 HBP $403,540.80 | 20 Mile Road Bridge Closed
TF99-193 MDNR 1999 Ott $231,962.00 | Improvements Closed
MCACA | 2002 HBP $4,500.00 | Sculpture Park Closed

ST%;?S“;;% MDOT | 2003 L';‘::i: $20,000.00 | County Linear Trail Closed
MDOT | 2003 | Bike Path $215,306.00 | Wattles Bike Path Closed

STE03 13 o(ggék MDOT | 2005 HBP |  $300,000.00 g:‘;'g'ztte Highway Closed
TF10-031 MDNR 2010 | Trailway $500,000.00 | Construction Active
12-029 MDNR 2012 Ott $2,300.00 | Fence Improvements Active
13411-111572 MDOT 2014 | Trailway | $1,075,592.00 | Construction Active

MDNR = Michigan Department of Natural Resources
MDOT = Michigan Department of Transportation
MCACA = Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs

23




Planning Process for the Park and Recreation Master Plan

The Subcommittee

The Master Plan Subcommittee of the Park and Recreation Commission is comprised of three
Parks and Recreation Commissioners and support staff. This subcommittee met every other
week over a period of three months to develop the plan process, implement community
outreach, and gather data to forward the goals and reccomendations for the next five years.

Master Plan Advisory Committee
Chad Curtis, Owner of Getaway Sports in BC

Christine Kosmowski, Calhoun County Water Resources Commissioner
Ron Sootsman, Calhoun County Trailway Alliance member

Support Staff

Ingrid Ault, Community Development Educator
Brent Thelen, GIS Coordinator

Pat Dadow, Support Staff

Jen Bomba, Planning Consultant

Plan Development Process

The most recent parks and recreation master plan was prepared in 2009 and was valid
through 2014. The plan was prepared by Priem Group LLC and the Calhoun County
Trailway Alliance on behalf of the Calhoun County Parks Trustees Board.

The current planning process was led by the Calhoun County Office of Community
Development staff and the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Subcommittee of the Parks
and Recreation Commission.

Since many of the local units of government have their own parks and recreation plans and
departments, the county made outreach to these groups to assist in the development of the
inventory and the public outreach process. Eight organizations including newsprint
publications assisted in the dissemination of the hard copy and online survey that resulted
in 392 unique respondents. Two public meetings were conducted to engage citizens from
the county. The meetings were located in Battle Creek and Marshall to accommodate as
large a population as possible.

Public Notification and Involvement
Public Involvement included a survey that was made available online and in hard copy at:
1. The Marshall District Library (124 W Green St, Marshall, 49068),
2. The Marshall Welcome Center (City Hall, 323 W. Michigan Ave., Marshall, 49068),
3. The Battle Creek Full Blast Fitness Center (35 W Hamblin Ave, Battle Creek, 4901 7),
4. The Willard Library (7 West Van Buren St., Battle Creek, 49017).
5. The Marshall County Building (315 W. Green St., Marshall, 49068).
The survey was open for a two week period resulting in 392 completed responses.

Along with the survey, two public meetings were held. These meetings were scheduled in the
evening from 6:30 pm to 8 pm at the following locations.
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1. Monday, October 27, 2014 in the County Building at 315 W. Green St. in Marshall in room
1-400.
2. Tuesday, October 28, 2014 in Emmett Township Hall at 620 Cliff St Battle Creek, 49014 in
the public meeting room.
A total of 18 people participated in a presentation covering park history, the results of the survey,
and an opportunity to provide more feedback about park development preferences.

Survey Results

The Calhoun County community survey consisted of 19 questions of which six were
demographic questions. The survey was designed to better understand who our park
users were, how they used the parks, what their likes and dislikes where regarding park
amenities, and finally, to understand what was preventing non-users from participating.

A total of 392 completed surveys were returned in hard copy and through the online link.
The summary of questions and answers are listed below and a complete copy of the survey
questions is listed as document 4 in the appendix.

Demographic Questions:

Survey Demographics Survey Demographics  Where dothey live?
Matevs female Age Range grt
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Park Use Questions:

Will you use the new bike/pedestrian trail 20% of respondents had NOT visited a county park
opening soon?

notirteresied in parks
dont feel safe n them

poor mantenaroe
ro awaizble

M2hd wsed 77 hadrot tnsponaon
wszed

How far did you travel to get to the park?
In what ways do you use the park?
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How much would you pay annually to fund the
maintenance and development of county parks?
w;%m over $100

On your last visit, how long did you stay?
m

21%-8

52% - 201

n 3 %5
15 3%-11

_. ® b $100 %-11
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If more park/open space were developed,
where would you like to see it located?

The three least important park amenities
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The three most important park amenities

What Park Amenities Would You Use in Kimball

Pines Park?
0
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On a Scale of 1 (satisfied) to 5 (not satisfied)
how satisfied are you with each county park?
1.68 — Ott Biological Preserve

1.77 — Historic Bridge Park

2.27 - Kimball Pines

On a Scale of 10 (very comfortable) to 1
(uncomfortable) how comfortable are you
using our waterways for recreation?

v Average score was 4.56

As reported by the survey results, the majority of respondents are satisfied with park and
recreation opportunities being offered by the County. These respondents are almost
equally male and female from 25 to 54 years of age. The majority of persons polled is
located within a short distance of the existing recreational opportunities and are most
interested in hiking, biking, recreation on the rivers and lakes, and picnicking in the parks.
As aresult, these types of recreation are reflected in the goals and objectives of this Plan.
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Also of great importance is the indication that an overwhelming percentage of
respondents (79%) are willing to financially support county parks and recreation efforts.

The survey results also indicated that 20 percent of those polled had not visited a county
park property, mostly due to the fact that they did not know that they existed. This data

will help to shape better marketing and outreach regarding County parks and recreation
opportunities.

A copy of the survey and the comments that we received are in the appendix under
document 4, 5, and 6.

Public Meeting Results

Two public meetings were held to gather more specific data about park user preferences.
The survey data identified the most desirable park amenities from a list of options
provided. Any option that scored higher than 15 percent was included in the presentation
for further discussion.

Ten people participated at the Marshall meeting and 8 people participated at the Battle
Creek meeting. Below are copies of the slides used at the public meetings showing the
combined results for each meeting. Each slide shows:

e The question asked at the meeting,

e How the amenity ranked (reported in percentage) in the overall total for this

question,

* Examples of different interpretations of the identified amenity,

* The results of the combined meetings to each question.
Participants were given instant polling clickers that allowed for immediate group results
to be displayed after each question. The combined results from both meetings are shown
on each slide.

Which kind of walking trails do you prefer? Do you like the glowin the dark sidewalk surface?
Natural path 58.5% Yes
Groomed path No
=S —— g

#1 - Hikong and wakng trads (64%)

Bi=

Gio In the Dark Sidewa'ks - “Starmpai

SR R s b [ b
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e

’ S i Which type of outdoor seating woul.a-y;)_tj"r;}eg.x."? i

How would you use the water?
(Select all that apply)

Boating 88.8% Open air
Fishing Covered
Passive use
None
#3 - Preric areas (33%)
#2- Rve-tohe acorss |51 ﬁ 5 W
v IE. :I;__I feand T ;:_-.- -, -. o

A

4w
o

Which kind of bike lane do you prefer?

. Whlch playgrc')uﬁd- do%u pFefer” ‘

Groomed A - Traditional
Natural B - Contemporary 52.9%
47.1%
5 - Payppround equpment (25%)
- Beko rads (31%) A

== e — AR Y —_ . e

_ What type of dogpark \A;Juld :y-bu prefer;?

Which outdoor performance area do you prefer?

One park for all dogs i I;:;%i gstructured
Separate areas for ] o e
small and large dogs P g

#6 - Dog Park {17%)] 7 - Dufdoor performancs areal15%)

As reported there were some clear preferences, but most often the groups were evenly or
closely divided. The demographics were also heavily older white male, so this is a snap
shot of what a small group was thinking at the time polled. However, additional feedback
from discussions at each meeting proved valuable in understanding that smaller more

natural settings were preferred over larger more groomed areas for future park

development. This will be a good launching point for further community discussions about
park development. Future efforts to gather data will include outreach to a more diverse

group of participants.
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A summary of the combined results from our two public meetings can be found in the
appendix under document 5.

Approval Process

The approval process for the Calhoun County Parks and Recreation Master Plan is
determined by Michigan Public Act 33 of 2008. This Michigan Planning Enabling Act states
how various planning procedures are done, and contains a single set of procedures for all
entities of government to follow. It is also determined by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources Grant Management that outlines the format that the plan must follow in
order to be approved by the state and enable the county to apply for grants.

The Parks and Recreation Master Plan was also made available to the public through
posting on the county website, hard copies at the Marshall District Library (124 W Green
St, Marshall, 49068), Willard Library in Battle Creek (7 West Van Buren St,, Battle Creek,
49017), and at the Administrative Offices of the Marshall County Building (315 W. Green
St., Marshall, MI 49068).

After the 31 day public review period expired the Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Subcommittee met to incorporate the feedback into the plan. This draft was forwarded to
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for comment. The final plan was
forwarded to the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Calhoun County Board of
Commissioners for approval. The final plan includes a copy of the authorizing resolution
from each body, meeting advertisements, and transmittal letters to the State.
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Goals and Objectives

Mission Statement

The Calhoun County Parks and Recreation Commission is committed to engaging,
partnering, and collaborating with the community to improve and sustain our parks and
open spaces, to preserve the unique features of the natural environment, and enhance
quality of life through increased access to recreational activities.

Guiding Principles

The guiding principles are the overarching goals of the Parks and Recreation Commission.

* Engage community members, experts, organizations, and local governmental units in
the decision making process regarding parks development.

o Establish sustainable uses of community open space and natural features to meet the
community’s needs for active, structured recreation, as well as passive enjoyment of
the outdoors.

* Provide responsible stewardship of the natural resources that are part of the county
park system.

* Provide opportunities for recreation to improve the health and wellness of the
community.

Goals, Rationale, and Objectives

In keeping with the mission, and in consideration of the public input gathered during the
planning process, the following goals and objectives have been developed for the 2015 -
2019 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

The goals state the general concepts regarding what the County wishes to accomplish,
while the objectives are the more specific ways to achieve the goals. The goals and
objectives were developed with input from the community and the County Parks and
Recreation Commission.

Administrative

The Calhoun County Office of Community Development is responsible for the daily
management of the county parks properties. This department will monitor and assess the
implementation of this plan.

Goal: Evaluate Parks and Recreation Master Plan success

Objective: Conduct an annual review of the goals and objectives established in the Parks
and Recreation Master Plan to evaluate implementation success.

Goal: Evaluate and update Calhoun County Parks Policies

Objective: Review and update the existing park rules and regulations to meet the needs of
current uses and activities.

Objective: Evaluate and document park policies, forms, and procedures.
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Marketing and Outreach

Survey data indicated that 20% of respondents had not visited a Calhoun County Park.
Data further indicated that the number one reason for not visiting a county parks property
was because they did not know that they existed. Therefore, more public information and
better marketing is needed to increase park use.

Goal: Develop a park brand with messaging that promotes our park systems while
increasing public support of Calhoun County Parks

Objective: Develop a contact list of 2,000 for distribution of a Parks and Recreation e-
newsletter as well as other targeted communication pieces.

Objective: Market and promote a unified vision for County Parks and Recreation through
commercial media, printed materials, the County website, Facebook, and other
electronic/social media.

Goal: Explore programming options for County parks properties
Objective: Identify demand for, and types of programs desired by the public.

Objective: Create an inventory of parks and recreation programming offered by other
private and public entities in an effort to reduce unnecessary duplication of parks
programs.

Objective: Develop parks programs that meet a community need and provide a wide
variety of opportunities for all persons regardless of age, gender, nationality, race, socio-
economic position, ability or location.

Parks Management

Survey data indicated that 80% of people polled were actively recreating in county parks
properties through a variety of uses. Therefore, it is critical to maintain these properties
in a way that provides for optimal use by the public.

Goal: Provide quality, safe and functional amenities at all county parks properties
Objective: Develop and implement land management plans and maintenance plans for the
Ott Biological Preserve, Historic Bridge Park, Kimball Pines, Riverside Park, and the
Calhoun County Trailway.

Objective: Develop a park volunteer base to assist with park maintenance and programming.

Goal: Re-establish Kimball Pines as a functioning county park

Objective: Facilitate community input as to the desired uses for the Kimball Pines
property.
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Objective: Collaborate with the Calhoun County Medical Care Facility to explore the
potential for coordinated development and programming of the areas adjacent to the
facility.

Objective: Identify funding options for redevelopment of Kimball Pines property.
Goal: Explore future uses for Riverside Park

Objective: Evaluate the community needs and desires in order to promote this property to
the public.

Community Wellness

Calhoun County ranks 78 out of 82 counties in Michigan for overall health.* This low
ranking is notable for two reasons: access to recreational facilities; and a poor ranking in
the area of physical health. This is an opportunity for the County to increase recreational
opportunities and encourage improved health and wellness for the community.

*82 of 83 counties in Michigan were ranked.

Goal: Encourage recreational opportunities in Calhoun County

Objective: Identify underserved populations and create strategies to include those
experiencing obstacles to recreational opportunities.

Objective: Partner with other groups to develop or increase awareness of recreational
opportunities in Calhoun County.

Goal: Focus on top ranked recreational uses (as identified in the public survey)

Objective: Partner with the Calhoun County Trailway Alliance, North Country Trail
Association, and others to develop future phases of the Calhoun County Trailway.

Objective: Assess need for additional access points to waterways in Calhoun County.

Funding

The Calhoun County Parks and Recreation Commission is tasked with providing oversight
to the County Parks Department and the recreational programs that are offered by the
County. It is important that this work be done in a fiscally responsible manner so as to be
good financial stewards while meeting the recreational needs of the community.
Therefore, development of a sustainable funding source is critical to the future of the
county parks programs.

Goal: Establish sustainable funding for parks management that maintains fiscal
responsibility while meeting community needs

Objective: Continue to aggressively pursue public and private grants, donations, and other
funding sources for county parks.

Objective: Build creative partnerships that reduce and/or share resources for park and
recreation expenses.
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Objective: Establish criteria for reviewing resource limitations when considering
improvements to existing or new park and recreation ventures.

Action Plan

The Action Plan addresses each of the objectives discussed above and assigns a timeline
for completion for each objective. The timeline covers five years with the understanding
that in year five, the Parks and Recreation Master Plan will once again be updated.

Along with the timeline the responsible party that will implement the action has been
identified. This falls into four categories:
1. Staff, which consist of one person at this time,
2. PARC, which is the Parks and Recreation Commission,
3. Subcommittee, which is a subgroup of the PARC and has been identified when
possible,
4. Volunteers, which is made up of PARC members and other interested parties

Staff Projects

Staff will be involved in all items identified in the Action Plan. It is recognized that the
Office of Community Development, is a small department of four people and the plan has
been designed with that in mind. The staff has varying degrees of time allotted to the Parks
and Recreation branch amounting to approximately 1.0 full time equivalent employee. If
other resources become available to expedite the plan, then the timeline will be adjusted
accordingly.

PARC Projects

The Parks and Recreation Commission is responsible for the oversight of the Parks and
Recreation Department, a subset of the Office of Community Development. This body will
be instrumental in seeing that the work outlined in this plan is addressed. The body as a
whole will hold staff, subcommittees, and volunteers accountable. And subcommittee
members will be formed from this group.

Subcommittee Projects

The Parks and Recreation Commission has several standing subcommittees. When
appropriate they have been assigned as the responsible party for action items. Some
action items will require an as needed subgroup that will be formed from the Parks and
Recreation Commission. All subcommittee work is on a volunteer basis and is an integral
part of completion of the action plan.

Volunteer Projects

Volunteers are an integral part of parks maintenance. Various groups have been
instrumental in raising funds, providing work days for maintenance, and offering their
technical expertise to help develop and manage our parks system. Moving forward they
will be organized and expanded to help accomplish the goals and objectives set forth in
this plan.
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Appendix

2014 Calhoun County Health Ranking
Historic Bridge Park - Site Plan

Calhoun County Trailway — Phase 1 Site Plan
Copy of Community Survey

Additional Comments From Survey

Park Comments From Other Platforms

Public Meeting Answer Summary
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Premature Death 5317 7,254 8,927
ORBID
Poor or Fair Health 10% 14% 17%
| Poor Physical Health Days 2.6 3.5 4.1
Poor Mental Health Days 23 3.7 4.8
Low Birth Weight 6.0% 8.4% 8.2%
0 O O ORS R < Or82 (8 8 O £ ofe ere ranked
A AVIOR 8
Adult Smoking 13% 20% 24%,
| Adult Obesity 25% 32% 36%
Physical Inactivity 21% 25% 28%
Excessive Drinking 7% 19% 14%
Motor Vehicle Crash Death Rate 10 1 12
| Sexually Transmitted Infections 92 500 599
Teen Birth Rate 21 32 50
Uninsured 11% 14% 15%
Primary Care Physicians 1,067:1 1,271:1 1,660:1
Dentists 1,516:1 1,626:1 1,823:1
Preventable Hospital Stays 47 70 72
Diabetic Screening 90% 86% 87%
Mammography Screening 73% 67% 70%
SOCIAL & ECONOMIC FACTORS
High School Graduation n/a 74% 74%
Some College 70% 64% 58%
Unemployment 5.0% 10.3% 8.9%
Children in Poverly 14% 25% 29%
Inadequate Social Support 14% 20% 23%
| Children in Single-Parent Households 20% 33% 43%
Violent Crime Rate (per 100,000) 66 497 701
P i RO 80
Daily Fine Particular Matter 8.8 9.9 11.7
Drinking Water Safety 0% 1% 1%
| Access to Recreational Facilities 16 9 9
Limited Access to Healthy Foods 1% 6% 9%
| Fast Food Restaurants 27% 49% 56%

i. County Health Rankings & Roadmaps, www.countyhealthrankings.org, 2013

* 90th percentile, i.e.. only 10% are better
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7.1.3  Historic Bridge Park: Site Layout Plan (original issue)

0021 .= / .
9 e []ﬁ— NVd LNOAYT 3LIS
-

NV1d 1OAV1 3U1S
Yivd 39008
—_———

S193r0Yd SS300v g3y
C———————

LT ey ey

Lbos w1 1y
o ————— |

—_——
0908Y I “TIvHSHVIY
JAY OOZVWYTYH HINOS (0T

"ONIANVAINOD
AQU3NI 390I48N3

—_———

10Vd3d OVINAIN HRLYAONY T
ONY ALALDY ONKIYHD
HIYRIGO0TS HOJ T L LINENS

AN & SIAUVINNIN
3 g T masy &

i
— ety @
a1 S vy

S LML TOVO0R4
MW.: m—— AR skl

Page 7:4

Site Use and Management Guide

Historic Bridge Park



\ 2L 40 L ADVY

SMFER

/ TU/YL/5 'oauiT) 100 U4 QFES ATANYEL LNAID MACHTYD

0Z+90L "V1S OL 00+98 "V1S - 8L-O0 61
00+96 VLS 0L 00+v8 V1S - LL-D0 8t
00+@ "VAS OL 00+2Z V1S - 9+-0 L}
00+ZL "VAS OL00+08 'VIS - S0 91
00+08 'VLS OL 00+8Y VIS ~ ¥1-D &}
00+8Y V1S OL00+9€ VIS -EL-DO ti
00+9€ V1S OL 00+¥Z 'VIS - Z+-0 E}
00+¥2Z V1S OL 00+ZL VIS - LE-D 21

00+21 V1S OL00+0 VIS - 0L-D IL
ZL+9S ‘'Y1S OL00+8Y VIS - 8-D 01
00+8Y 'V1S OL 00+9€ V1S -~ 8-0 6
00+8E V1S O1 00+¥Z "ViS - £-0 8
00+¥Z "V1S OL00+2ZL V15§ - 90 L
00+21 'V1S OL 00+0 'V1S - §-O 9
SUVIIA XTYMadvo8 - v-O S
SIIVL3A WVHL - €0 v
Sviaa UvHl - 2-0 €
NVId ASH NVHL - 1-0 2
J33HS 3UL - 0-D L

WZLSLLL NP

NOUAIHOSIO # 133HS

kAo aE
NOLLYWHOSIN] Olddvel

T 1URUISOS

XIUNI ONIMVHO

San TIWIS

dVvN NOLLYDO1 3US

OFIMLAET AT - n
@5 @AMIBS y @ = M
v e ] S
Seeliter " ook wamyzg el prd
B50GY NVEROM “TIvHENW MR 33T Moy F
(vou I S1 00EEH
ANZNIYYAIT TVOU ALRADD NNOHTYD
vzLsiih Ne |
LZ+LL VIS
‘3'O°d+
avo -0 JVN v y
w
TYAOUdJY OHVOR ALNNOD
i
LY
RAdOTIS ONY 'Y
"ONIOVHO DNIONTON] Hivd
BSN QIUVHE YWH ONY 2LYDIHOODV
A0IM 10O 0L 4O BATUN 928 SVIA0 WIDIAS z2-6€
NOLLJIBOS30 J03roud Al ._<zu% e i L
133HS aN3D. SE-VE
133HS 3LON £E YYEE0ZL NP I
133HS NOLLYWHOSNI 103roud ze A et B ~
133HS BIA0D LE ] - .
WYEEO0ZL NP R L
L2+ 1L VIS OLD0+09 VIS - 62-0 0F /- NV NVOIRSING T s e
00+09 "VLS OL 00+8¥ V1S - 82-0 62 I ¢ ! R
00+8 "VLS OL O0+9E "ViS - 420 82 s H ot
00+8E VLS OL 0O+PZ "VAS - 92-0 L2 i o e
00+VZ VLS OL 00+Z} VIS - 62-0 92 - @ =
00+ZL 'V1S O1 00+0 VLS - ¥2-0 52 ! h
00+LL "VLS OLO6+S 'V1S - €20 ¥Z e :
06+6 'VLS OL 00+9E "ViS - Z2-0 €2 - o
00+0€E V1S O 00+¥Z 'VAS - 12-0 2T -
00+¥Z 'VLS OL DO+ZL VIS - 02-0 12 b
00+Z1 "VAS OL 00+0 'V1S - 61-0 02

VEL5L1L NP
00+0 VLS

1 g°0°'d

805 IPr 2 6168 HH

:OoN Wey| [eJapod

(r6e)ELtEL-DdLS ® (VBEIELEL-ALS

‘0N 109[0ld |eiapas

VPEEOZL-DLS B VS.SLLL-AUS

T oSeyd

LoLel ® LiveEL

:oN gor

1uoRo8es |04U0D

ST WINID DTy i sCanls
SHOG OMIL UL L1ED4alE KO WIAGO ONODMY
SIVLIG Uity THRIDLD) OMT vy WTVRIOS
UL ¥ G LIONO) OV Quo UG
SMCUDS TOND IHGYED

SISYIN WUIME) WOUYINFRITS ¥ NOEIT WS
YD 30 w04 100335 00 U 15 i
D3zl atPun

SUOND Jae ONADY INTR, Gy SRR

G Ve
FSMENO SSTHA MDUM KO MYl CHYONGIS 100m . O DeUOIDY “WSHOS
100 S ANk DL N B3 IS Jov Shon DAy e S

M IL~QUr -G =L 1V 00 ST, TIVD 20 ROk JuQs10 SN 2y
W% SHHNAN O B0 SRICLN I0VD AOTI0 Ti SO SIO4YI0T ASuY.
LR THIIOV) TEION 0 INBRGTAX
D CIHEVY AL Wi TMVORIIOV 14 T S i IRL 4D OIS Db
DAY Sy (G210MN) STHAID CHINCD Uil MO M3 WINTR NYORIM
(102 B0 M THVOYSIY 4k H00 30 TS St Ty AD TR O AW Tt

e SNOSIACHY TWOWIS HO SNOWLYIHSORS TNV 16 Q0N
PR RSy s By b e g B b
MVIRON MW FTEVOHODIY W INOG 38 THUS SMYL S AD OROADD \MOW 3y

of Honowt 1
SITHS O AladY 01 WIS

‘arod muon w
7durans v BT
25 wora Lt B taan

dNOYD NDISIA SIAIA

-1 {0%) 1N
£r15-ue8 (502) 23004

e SICITHIAY

LO3LIHOHY AdVOSANYT

worpmsesignuw  LUBMOIS 9 ANy

108YTSG 602 7 098y TRH 002
8006 USDRPAL ‘DOTRUREY
O3 9} } LNOS D0GT

9 s g kopry

H3aaNION3

1+96°18.°692

89087 NVOIHOUN ‘TIVHSHVIN

QvOY 3 S1 00EEL

INSALNVAIT AVOH ALNNOD NNOHTYD

‘Aem[rel], Ayuno) unoyie)

VMLL/uoineliedsu®al, JO weweded URBIYoIN Yim uopeiedeos) uf
weuedeg Prey AUned UnoY|Rg




(6 uonsanb ojog)oN [
(ot uonsanb o3 dpys) sap [
¢(Y1ed Aunop
AjJawiiog) yued a8plg d10ISIH ‘Sauld jlequiry ‘9Alasald |eaidojoig
10 3yl ¢Sy4ed paumo Alunod 3says Jo Aue palisia NOA aneH
ON [J
SOA [
¢¥ asn 03 uejd noA oQ "vTOZ 91e] ul Suiuado s
1eyy yJed adpug 210ISIH pue ‘sauld {[equiy ‘aAiasald |eaidojoig 1O
3yY1 3u1d3uu0d jleul jiq/uelsapad 3|iw § e Suippe st Ajuno) ayl
ON [J
oA [
¢910A 01 paJa1si8al noA aly
ON [J
S9A [
éPloyasnoy JnoA ul 3uiay (8T Japun) uaap|iya aaey noA oqg
GueyialoN [J

v O
€ 0
¢ 0
T 0O
¢Ployasnoy unoA uy anlj 3jdoad Auew moyH
BYsuoyal z606t [J
Playsunds /€06v ]
PlRy3unds SToeY [0
lleYysieN 89067 [

iUyl noA yeym sn jje) asesld ~eiminy ey} ut ssued Jno ueid Jeleq sn djay jjim PUB SNOWAUOUE UIBWSS [[IM SIOMSUE JNOA *SIBUOISSILWILLIOT) UO)RaIoay

Pue sxied ay} pue juswdojaaeq Apunwwo) jo ao10 Aluno) unoyjes ayy Aq psjonpuoa Buleq Aemins NUIW G §B1Iq SIY} Ul SMIA INOA areysg

&Auno) unoyje) ui sxysed ayl noge yuiyy noA op jeym

J3woH syzer
AoJsa7 1583 15061
02353490 €€061
uolduling 6206t
pJojpag 0z06Y
¥23.) 31eg L£06v
X334 3j11eq ST06Y
¥234) 3j1eq L1061
¥93.) 9j1eg 91061
¥334) 3j1eq ST06Y
X23.) 3j11eg v106v
Suayly T106Y
uolq|y vzzev

é3pod dizinoAsileym '€

JaA0 pue g9
¥9-95
S-Sy
-S€
ve-se
vi-61

8T 43pun

¢adeunoAsileym z

ajewad
9leny

¢9JeWay JO Jjew noA 3y T

Ooo0oooooooogogooag

O

Ooocoo

O

U
U




I3 b-g-legepasn [
jleswealy [

o
SINOY £ 19AQ [ (Aidde 1eyy jje 3o8yd) ¢ sxued Azunod aya asn noA op shem 1eym 3 "7
sinoy g-¢ [
SQUU ST /A0 [
sinoy z-1 [
9w ST-6 [
SAINUIW S 03 TE [ Sa|iW 6-€ [
s3InuIW Q€ Japun [ :
W e-T (1
éAeis noA pip 8uo| moy ‘ysiA 3se| INoA UQ €T ST 5y
(wawwod aseaid) 12y [ Nt spun O
sydesdojoyd jo0l [
JJed 28pug 21101sIH 1e uoljined ayy pajuay [
1UaA2 jepdads e papuanly [
SWoo0J1sal pasn [
wawdinba punoi8Ae|d pasn [
ainieiayl| paisod peay [
JaAl 3yl agnuauul/aouedfsedey [
paysiy [ \
Jod asip pakeld [ AN : a
payiem/payiH [ ¢MsIA 1se) InoA uo yJed ay3 03 138 03 [9Ae11 NOA pip 4B} MOH “TT
V/N (paysnesioN T z € 14 S 9 L 8 6 OT paysies A1ap) Jied 93plig 2L0ISIH
V/N (paysiieS 10N T z € 14 S 9 L 8 6 OT paysiies Aap) sauld |lequipy
v/N (paysnesioN T z € 14 S 9 L 8 6 0T pauysnes AJap) aAIasald [ed130j0ig 110

(>ed yoea Jo uoi33|3s INOA 3J2413) ¢syJed Ajunod uimo)|o) 3Y1 YIIM NOA 3. paysiies moy ‘0T 01 T 4O 9|eas e uQ “0T

(st uoizsanb o3 dnys asnajd)
wayy o3 128 03 uojieliodsuely 3|gejieAR dARY 1UOP | []
daaydn pue asueuslulew 1004
wiay3 8uisn uaym ajes |9} 3,Uop |
Aeme uej 003 ale Aay
syJed ul palsalalul jou w,)|
paisixa Asyi mouy 3,upip| [
ésyied ano Suisn woly noA pajuanaid sey jeym ‘ou | g

Iy



(3sy asead) Jayio [
yed8oqg [ éPpa1e20| 3l 935
eaJle ajuewdopad Jooping [ 01 31} NoA pjnom a1aym padojanap aiam adeds uado/yled aiow §| ‘9T
Sununy 00T$43A0  []
spunou8 dwey [ (yuow sad €£°83) poTS 03 dn [
suapJies Ajunwwoy [ (yuow sad 5z'98) sz$01dn ]
sHods paziuedio 1oy p|ay SulAe|d |aA3] asn J|qIxald [ (yuow sad 91'p$) s 02 dn [
wawdinba punoi8Aeld [ (yuow Jad go'zs) szsordn [
sjieJy uepysanby oS [
9sinod Jjo8asiqa [ ¢Auno) unoyje) ur syued jo juswdojanap
sjied1 a0ys mous/AIunod ssouy [ pue adueualulew ayi punj 03 Ajjenuue Aed nOA pjnom yanw MoH ‘ST
SIBN ALY [ (Anoads aseaid) sayip [
spesrayig  [J s)iel3 3uldoys mous/3uiys AJJunod-sso) [
siies3 Bupjiem/SudiH - [ punosd dwey ]
ssadde aye|/Janly (] eaJe Ja1eayl/aisnw Jjooping ]
sealedudld [J auted jeinieN [
(34ed uap.ies Ajunwwo)y []
B Ul 935 01 9)jl| IS0W pInom noA a3yl ay1 193|3s) ¢NoA o3 Juepodu suods pazjuedio Joj pfay Suiheld asn 3jqixaly [
isow ay3 aJe JFYHL Y2iym ‘mojaq paist| saijiuawe yied ayy o /LT wawdinba punouSield [
(¥ ease) Awunop spesi/yled ayig [
unoyje) Jo (69-| 40 I1sea B y6-| 40 Yynos) Jueipenb jseayinos [ jied Sog [
(€ eaJe) Ayuno) unoyjer 3sinod jjo8asig [
40 (69-1 J0 159M 8 6-| 4O YyInos) Juespenb 1samyinos [ spesy SupiH [
(z eaae) Ayuno) unoyjen sealedudld [
30 (69-1 J0 159M %3 p6-| 0 yHoU) Juelpenb 1samyuoN  [] (Aidde 1ey jje sp3y)) ¢ padojanapal a1am yied ayi Ji asn noA
(T eaue) Auno) pinom sapluawe yJed Jeyp “yJed sauld |jequiy| a1oe QT 40 suoruod

unoyje) 4o (69-| 40 1sea 3 ¥6-| JO yuou) Jueipenb IseayLON  [] dojanapai 03 Ayjunuioddo si a1ayy ‘TTOZ Ui wiols puim ySiy e 01 ang b1



SJ9UOISSIWIWOY UOI11eRII3Y pue syled ayl

'S241S3p AJUNWIWOD JNO JudsaIdal ued 3M 121139 3y3 ‘aAeY am Indul 310w 3Y] "} PIEMIO 0} 3.y |93} aseald ‘siy) axe}
03 31 1Y3Iw 1ey] dUO3WOS MO NOA §| “Indui pue awil JnoA Joy uieSe syuey) '69/0-T8/ (69Z) ||e2 asea|d Asains SIY3 Inoge suolisanb Aue aney noA §|

{(juoos uiwo))
‘Aemjte) ay1 o Sujuado ay3 Buipnjoul smau yied jueasjas pue sSuaaw yaed angnd Suwoadn noge uojjew.ojul yum aiepdn Ja113jsmau Ajyjuow e
[1ew? 3/ "3ulf 103fgns ay3 ut ,,19113|sMau,, ddejd pue ACHTWATUNCOUNOYEOBTNE! [lews aseajd ‘smau yJed yum dlep 03 dn 1day Sulaq ui pa1saJaiu| 34e NOA §|

8906¥ IN ‘||oYsioin

IS U339 "M STE
wawdoyjanaqg Ayunwiwo)
101 Ul jlew ued noA Jo ‘adojaAua papiroad ayl ui H aAedj Aew noA “indui JnoA ajeidaidde pue anjeA apn “AaAins uno 8upjel Joy noA yuey

SjleJy uenisanby [

as4nod jodasiqa [

S|leJ] @oys mous/Alunod ssod) [

(3s asead) saypo [ Slles ALY [0

jyedsog [ spenayig [

eaJle ajuewliopad JoopinQ [ sjieny mc_v__mg\mc_v___._ O

Sununy [ SS220e aje|/iaAly [

spunosg dwey [ seasedudld []
suap.ied Ajunwwo) [ {(>ed
sHods paziuedio 1oy pjaiy BulAeid jana) asn 3|qixal4 [ B Ul 995 01 3i] 10U pjnom NOA 334Y1 3y3 193]3S) ¢noA o] Jueriodwii

awdinba punoidield [ 15e3] 3y a4e JIYHL Y21ym ‘Mmojaq paist| sartuawe yied ayl JO 6T

(e19e1I0jWo0) 10N T [4 € 14 S 9 L 8 6 )8 3|qeniojwo) Aiap)

¢uoieaudal 1oy walsAs axe|/1aAu Jno Buisn NOA ale 3|qeHOojWOod MOH ‘ST



Constant Contact Survey Results

Survey Name: Calhoun County Parks and Recreation
Listed below are the responses to questions that allowed a typed answer.

In what ways do you use the county parks? - Other responses
Answer

Walk my dog, biked, cross county ski

Studied natural flora and Fauna

Trail running

Aerial video and photos

just a visit to see it

swimming in river

Biked

Snow shoed, biking

swimming and walking dogs

'geocaching

Biked

hiked with dogs

Trail Running

have not used in many years

launched a boat

checked out renovations to park

rode my bike/and when i was a kid we atvd in the pines ...closed off now

Geocache

rested

cross country ski

used phone

Workout on equipment

Just out and about and used as a quite moment to relax

biked

Running, snowshoeing
|Dog Park

bird watching

Hammocks with child

waded in the river

Geocaching and birding

threwq frisbee with my dog

Skateboard and ride bikes

Geocache

BIKING!

Walk dogs

Rarely

Sat and thought

Geocaching

Due to a high wind storm in 2011, there is opportunity to redevelop portions of 100 acre Kimball Pines Park. What park
amenities would you use if the park were redeveloped? (check all that apply) - Other responses

Answer

avillions are always good for events

Reforest certain parts of the Park

not apt to use any of the 3 mentioned




Forest

wheelchair accessible features

Forest area

PARK IS NOT CENTRALLY LOCATED/ NO TAX DOLLARS SHOULD BE USED

Natural wooded areas

None--save the tax $$

no idea

Mountain Bike Single Track Trrails!!

Horse shoes / shuffeboard

Photograph backgrounds

too far for convenience

Splash park

keep it wild. | used it for years frequently until thhe apartments were expande

| like woods/mixed meadows

put money into the roads so we can drive there

| don't use parks

2 disc golf courses!

| am mildly handicapped so usage is limited

bmx race track please.

Re-establish tree growth

no opinion

Running trails -- unpaved

Restrooms & Drinking Fountians

Farmers Market area

Exercise equipment for working out outside

fishing

Renaissance Fair

Geocache

Equine Trails

walking

N/A

Fruit tree orchard

Outdoor skatepark

none

EVENT SPACE as previous would be good.

Of the park amenities listed below, which THREE are the MOST important to you? (Select the three you would
most like to see in a park) - Other responses

Answer

none of above

Clean restroom facilities

None--Save tax dollars

MOUNTAIN BIKING SINGLE TRACK TRAILS

Photo opportunities

restroom

Bathrooms

restrooms

| don't use parks

Fishing




clean restrooms

Tree species identification

Restroom & Drinking Fountian

Farmers Market area

Exercise equipment

Please keep trails natural within the ott and pines.

Rustic Nature Area

We need a dog park!

Not interested

Of the park amenities listed below, which THREE are the LEAST important to you? (Select the three you would not like
to see in a park) - Other responses

Answer

None

Not interested




Additional Comments Received by email or on the Parks and Recreation Facebook Page

[ took your survey and would like to add comments. My main use of the Kalamazoo river is for
fishing out of a small, non motorized jon boat. It is a premier resource and is known widely as a
great place to fish. While | was thrilled that Enbridge was going to build some park sites on the
river, | was disappointed in the Anglers Bend, Paddlers Grove and Ceresco sites. They are
beautiful and well done but not suited for launching most light watercraft. At Angler's Bend,
instead of a path where a watercraft could be carried up from the water or down to the water,
there are stone steps that are more of a hindrance than useful. Once again, they are beautiful,
but lack any utility. At least, with a path, one could more easily carry a watercraft to the water.
At Paddlers Grove, there is a beautiful bathroom building, a playground and wonderful
landscaping, all of which are appropriate. However, a river is used mostly with watercraft of
some sort. The water line is one hundred and twenty paces on a curving sidewalk from the
parking lot, making it nearly impossible to carry my one hundred and fifty pound jon boat to
and from the shoreline. Even a kayak or canoe along with pounds of equipment is carried with
difficulty all that way. It appears the existing access sites were built with only tubers or non
fisherman floating the river in mind with no planning for the main use of the river which is
fishing and boating. This is the common concern with all of my friends who desire boating
access to the river. How can we be "Krazy for the Kazoo" when we have such limited access? A
particularly egregious example is the lack of boat river access in Ceresco. After a billion dollars
has been spent on the river, no boat access will be available there. Much time, man hours,
planning and financial resources are spent exhorting the public to use the river by various
county, city and state agencies, yet boating access for fisherman has been a slight
afterthought. Saylor's Landing in Marshall on fifteen mile road is an excellent example of an
access site that meets the needs of all types of watercraft. The next take out for watercraft is
six hours down stream at Bridge Park, a trip which comprises a whole day. Ceresco and Anglers
Bend should have boat access also. One can launch a boat at the pre-existing launch site in
Bridge Park, but, as mentioned above, it is impossible to take out a boat at Paddler's Grove,
which prevents any use of that stretch with anything but a tube or very light watercraft. The
Kalamazoo is a fabulous resource in our area and we are very fortunate to have it. Let us take
full advantage of it by making access for all users. | have volunteered at the Krazy for the Kazoo
floats and have done the annual river cleanup just about every year since its inception. | have
witnessed first hand the interest in the use of this resource and | implore the planners to
increase access points make access for all users.

plzz dont put in anouther disk park . it's just a buncha stoners and drunks iv been and even seen
them smoking out in the park accrost from the hospital. im sher ther are nondrugies that do it
but it really is a stoner thing and you cant take your kid's to do it cuz they are allways drinking
or smoking .. trust me on this i may be a ashole but i call it like it is

The Trailway is a waste of money.

I was not a fan of the new bike trail that was constructed this summer. | prefer my parks
natural and empty of people. Since the pathway is a reality [ have given a great deal of thought



as to how they might be developed for the benefit of wildlife as well as current patrons of the
park and those of coming generations. Below are some thoughts | have had:

Ott Preserve

Prior to the bike path the Ott Preserve was a beautiful and natural place for wildlife and those
of us who enjoy the quiet company of all that nature provided there. | suggest the following:
1.  Planting of trees along the bike path. Plant trees that will offer a stately canopy to walk
under for later generations as well as berry and fruit bearing trees and bushes to draw wildlife
for easy observation. Species, of course, should reflect existing native species as well as
perhaps native species that have become rare.

2. Installation of bench areas that are natural looking and offer some concealment for
wildlife viewing;

3. Installation of viewing areas around the lakes THAT OFFER VIEWING BUT DO NOT
INTRUDE UPON WILDLIFE;

4.  Footpaths created strictly with a hand saw and a paint can to mark blazes. This provides
quiet, natural paths for those of us who prefer to wander in a more natural setting than the
bike path allows.

5.  The portion of the path which goes from the James Street parking lot to the corner of
Emmett Street and Raymond Road would be an a perfect place to plant additional trees or
perhaps Tall Prairie Grass which was native to this area of Michigan. It is wonderful habitat for
wildlife and beautiful to see (they have planted a large amount of it at Fort Custer);

6.  The portion of the North Country Trail that remains a simple foot path, PLEASE DON'T
DEVELOP IT ANY FURTHER. It is a wonderful path for who prefer a less developed footpath.
Kimball Pines

This was a once beautiful park that was decimated by Mother Nature several years ago. |
suggest the following:

1. Planting of tree and fruit bearing native trees and bushes to the benefit of wildlife.

2. Development of educational displays within the park.

3. Removal of downed trees and the development of simple, natural pathways.

4.  Development of the area now filled with downed trees and debris to the benefit of
wildlife habitat;

5. Development of concealed areas for viewing wildlife for park patrons along the bike path
and footpaths.

6.  Development of natural looking picnic areas within the already developed park area.
Bridges Park

1. Educational display development. Geological history, natural history as well as human
history of the area could be addressed.

2. Jumping off point for cross country skiing on the bike path. It can be accommodated with
rustic ski racks.

3.  Planting of native trees and bushes as noted in the other parks.

These are just a few ideas | have that can be done to make this a park system that future
generations can enjoy. | suggest bringing in volunteer groups such as school children, colleges
and universities. | suggest consultation with the local Audubon Society for suggestions on how
to make the system a mecca for the many people who enjoy bird watching. If done well, this
could draw people from outside the immediate area and even provide a basis for wildlife

2



focused festivals. Encourage wildlife studies by colleges and universities to find out what
treasures exist there and what should be restored and protected. Sponsor nature photography
contests so that word gets out about the natural beauty that exists in these three wonderful
parks. |suggest also that volunteers be encouraged to assist the county with the removal of
any invasive species.

If Calhoun County chooses to develop these three parks in a natural way that benefits wildlife
and community enjoyment of the natural treasures contained, | would love to volunteer to help
coordinate county efforts to that end.

Calhoun County Parks Commission,

The sport of BMX racing has been around since the early 1970’s. Since then it has grown
throughout the United States. In the 1980’s, you wouldn’t have to drive further than 20 miles to
race at a BMX track. The Battle Creek Jaycees operated Binder BMX track, which is now where
the giraffe and zebras roam at Binder Park Zoo. My father, Jim Anderson, took over the
operations of the track in 1985 and held on for four years before being pressured to close by
the zoo management.

BMX racing took a dip in popularity in the early 1990’s but with BMX being added into the
Summer Olympics in 2008, it has grown to more than 70,000 riders. And that’s justin the
United States.

| raced BMX from 1982 — 1989, as did both of my brothers. In my early years | was sponsored by
Billy’s Bike Shop followed by Getaway Sports, and eventually Factory Hutch out of California.
Although | was just a child(age 9 — 15), it was some of the greatest years of my young life. There
isnt a day that goes by where | don’t think about my BMX days. Some of my good friends that |
have today are from racing with them 30 years ago!

Currently , there are nine tracks in the state of Michigan. The closest is Lansing and Greenville.
There is a new track (July 2014) in Rockford, north of Grand Rapids. BMX is making a huge
comeback.

Most towns are looking for wholesome, family sports to add into their park system. With
bicycle motocross becoming an Olympic sport in 2008, these community leaders are seeing that
BMX is a great option for offering an individual sport “where nobody sits on the bench” and the
entire family can participate!

Riders compete not only by age but also by proficiency. This allows participants to race others
who are of similar age and skill level. Thousands of people throughout the world can attest to
the positive effects of being involved in BMX racing.

The growth of USA BMX has been phenomenal especially in the past several years. In fact, since
1996, USA BMX has doubled in the number of members and the number of sanctioned tracks



across North America. This growth is due to the foundation that USA BMX lay over 25 years
ago.

| raced in dozens of National Championship races. | can tell you that at every championship
race, you could easily bring in 1000 riders. Imagine the financial impact to the local community!
Hotels, restaurants, campgrounds, etc.

“2016 BMX Grand Nationals — Battle Creek, Michigan”

| like the sounds of that!

Thank you for your time,

There are a lot of people that are in support of both Disc Golf courses for Calhoun County. |
have recently started playing due to a fund raiser that was thrown for the Battle Creek Alano
Club by the Disc Golf community in the area. They raised hundreds of dollars in support of the
recovery center in town. My life has been touched very deeply by the Alano Club and to see the
support they gave was incredible. | started playing just because of that. | would love to see our
county give us another venue to build this kind of community county wide.

| would like to see a disc golf course back in at Kimball pines as well as a new course in Marshall



Public Meeting Answer Summary
Monday, October 27, 2014 & Tuesday, Ooctober 28, 2014

Question Asked at Meeting 27-Oct 28-Oct Both Percent
What kind of trails do you prefer?

Natural 6 4 10 59%
Groomed 3 4 7 41%
Do you like the glow-in-the-dark sidewalk?

Yes 3 3 6 33%
No 7 5 12 67%
How would you use the water?

Boating 7 6 13 72%
Fishing 6 5 11 61%
Passive Use 8 8 16 89%
None 0 0 0 0%
Which type of seating would you prefer?

Open 4 7 11 61%
Covered 6 1 7 39%
Which kind of bike lane would you prefer?

Groomed 5 2 7 39%
Natural 5 6 11 61%
Which playground do you prefer?

Traditional 6 3 9 53%
Contemporary 3 5 8 47%
What type of dog park do you prefer?

One park for all dogs 5 6 11 69%
Separate parks for small & large dogs 5 0 5 31%
Which outdoor performance area do you prefer?

Large structured 6 0 6 33%
Small open 4 8 12 67%




~ iy WU GV YMAUP plall 1UL Patis SYSLEL Page 1 of 3

County to develop plan for parks system

Jennifer Bowman, 12:49 p.m. EDT October 10, 2014

Officials will seek public input as they begin developing a five-year master plan for Calhoun County's three
parks.

The county Office of Community Development has issued a survey and scheduled two public meetings for its
Parks and Recreation Commission. The data will be used to create a plan that establishes goals, objectives
and an action plan for development of the county's parks system, according to a news release.

When the plan has been accepted by the state Department of Natural Resources, the county will be eligible for
grant funding. Ingrid Auit, a community development educator with the county, said the public will be abie to
comment on a draft of the pian in December before a final version is approved by county commissioners and
submitted to the state by March.

(Photo: John Grap/Enquirer fite ) The county has three parks: Historic Bridge Park, Kimball Pines and the Ott Biological Preserve. All are located
in Emmett Township, and construction of a trailway system along the Ott is ongoing.

The first meeting will be heid from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Monday, Oct. 27 at the county building, 315 W. Green St., Marshall in room 1-400. Another will be from
6:30 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28 in Emmett Township Hall, 620 CIiff St., in the public meeting room.

Ault said the meetings will discuss the conditions of the parks and possible future projects at the faciiities. She pointed to Kimbalil Pines, which was
damaged from severe winds in 2011. Several options will be presented and attendees will be able to vote for their favorite.

“"We have quite a bit of that park that we can fantasize about what we would like to see happen there," Auit said.

"There's lots of great opportunities. it ali depends on what the community is interested in seeing happen.”

Residents can also fill out a survey available online (httg://survey.constantcontact.com/survey/a07e9xk103wi0tn8wzh/start1 and in hard copy at:
* Marshail District Library, 124 W. Green St. Marshaii

* Marshall City Hail Welcome Center, 323 W. Michigan Ave.

* Full Blast, 35 W. Hamblin Ave.

* Willard Library, 7 W. Van Buren St.

The survey will be available until midnight Monday, Oct. 20.

Parks and Recreation Commission Chairman Derek King said officials want to learn what the community would like to see in the current parks and
whether there is interest in developing any new facilities.

"We are fortunate to have three very different parks that meet many of the needs of our community, but we recognize there is potential for new spaces
and to enhance our current parks,” King said in a news release. "This survey will help the commissioners build recommendations into the master plan
that reflect the communities’ opinions.”

Cail Jennifer Bowman at 966-0589. Foliow her on Twitter: @jenn_bowman

Read or Share this story: http://bcene.ws/1xtAFxS

http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/story/news/local/20 14/10/09/county-develop-plan-parks-system/16...  12/4/2014



Calhoun County releases
Parks and Recreation
dates for public meetings

MARSHALL - The Cal-
houn County Office of
Community Development
announced they are seeking
community input through
two public meetings. The
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission, a division of the
Community Development
Department is developing a
five year master plan and
making community out-
reach is one step in the plan

" development process.

“We hope to discover the
wants and needs of the com-
munity regarding our cur-
rent county owned parks as
well as learning about inter-
est in developing new
parks,” stated the Parks and
Recreation  Commission
Chair Derek King. “We are
fortunate to have three very
different parks that meet
many of the needs of our
community, but we recog-
nize there is potential for
new spaces and to enhance
our current parks. The infos-
mation gathered at these
public meetings will help
the Commissioners build
recommendations into the
master plan that reflect the
communities’ opinions.”

The office of Community
Development manages the
county parks and the Parks
and Recreation Commis-
sion. Community Develop-
ment Educator Ingrid Ault
along with support staff and
the Master Plan Subcom-
mittee are working to de-
velop the Master Plan.

The public meetings al-
low for the community to
learn more about our parks
and to provide feedback.
These meetings are sched-
uled in the evening from
6:30-8 p.m.

* Monday, Oct. 27 in the
County Building at 315 W.
Green St. in Marshall in
room 1-400.

* Tuesday, Oct. 28 in Em-
mett Township Hall at 620

Cliff St., Battle Creek,
49014 in the public meeting
room.

The data collected at
these meetings and through
a previously released survey
will provide the foundation
for the creation of the parks
and recreation master plan.
The plan will establish

goals, objectives, and an ac-
tion plan for development of
our parks system. When the
plan has been accepted by
the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources the
county will be eligible to
apply for grant funding.

An example of grant
funding is the development
of the Calhoun County
Trailway under construction .
now. The five-mile trail is
scheduled for completion in
late 2014. The updated mas-
ter plan will allow the
county to seek future park
funding through grant
monies.

“The subcommittee is
hopeful that we will hear
from all areas of Calhoun
County,” Ault said. “We
want to collect as much data
as possible and reach a
broad audience. The more
we know, the better we can
reflect what tiie community
would like to see regarding
their park sysjems.”




Calhoun County Releases Parks and Recreation Dates for Public
Meetings

athoun County Parks & Recreab

Marshall, October 22, 2014: The Calhoun County Office of Community Development announced they are
seeking community input through two public meetings. The Parks and Recreation Commission, a division
of the Community Development Department is developing a five year master plan and making
community outreach is one step in the plan development process.

“We hope to discover the wants and needs of the community regarding our current county owned parks
as well as learning about interest in developing new parks,” stated the Parks and Recreation Commission
Chair, Derek King.

“We are fortunate to have three very different parks that meet many of the needs of our community,
but we recognize there is potential for new spaces and to enhance our current parks. This survey will
help the Commissioners build recommendations into the master plan that reflect the communities’
opinions.”

The office of Community Development manages the county parks and the Parks and Recreation
Commission. Ms. Ault along with support staff and the Master Plan Subcommittee are working to
develop the Master Plan.

The public meetings allow for the community to learn more about our parks and to provide feedback.
These meetings are scheduled in the evening from 6:30 pm to 8 pm.

1. Monday, October 27" in the County Building at 315 W. Green St. in Marshall in room 1-400.

2. Tuesday, October 28" in Emmett Township Hall at 620 Cliff St., Battle Creek, 49014 in the public

meeting room.

The data collected at these meetings and through a previously released survey will provide the
foundation for the creation of the parks and recreation master plan. The plan will establish goals,
objectives, and an action plan for development of our parks system. When the plan has been accepted
by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources the county will be eligible to apply for grant funding.

An example of grant funding is the development of the Calhoun County Trailway under construction
now. The five mile trail is scheduled for completion in late 2014. The updated master plan will allow the
county to seek future park funding through grant monies.

Ms. Ault affirmed, “The subcommittee is hopeful that we will hear from all areas of Calhoun County. We
want to collect as much data as possible and reach a broad audience. The more we know, the better we
can reflect what the community would like to see regarding their park systems.”



