[image: ]


Calhoun County Releases Parks and Recreation Dates for Public Meetings


Marshall, October 22, 2014: The Calhoun County Office of Community Development announced they are seeking community input through two public meetings. The Parks and Recreation Commission, a division of the Community Development Department is developing a five year master plan and making community outreach is one step in the plan development process. 

“We hope to discover the wants and needs of the community regarding our current county owned parks as well as learning about interest in developing new parks,” stated the Parks and Recreation Commission Chair, Derek King.

 “We are fortunate to have three very different parks that meet many of the needs of our community, but we recognize there is potential for new spaces and to enhance our current parks. This survey will help the Commissioners build recommendations into the master plan that reflect the communities’ opinions.”

The office of Community Development manages the county parks and the Parks and Recreation Commission. Ms. Ault along with support staff and the Master Plan Subcommittee are working to develop the Master Plan. 

The public meetings allow for the community to learn more about our parks and to provide feedback. These meetings are scheduled in the evening from 6:30 pm to 8 pm.  
1. Monday, October 27th in the County Building at 315 W. Green St. in Marshall in room 1-400. 
2. Tuesday, October 28th in Emmett Township Hall at 620 Cliff St., Battle Creek, 49014 in the public meeting room.
The data collected at these meetings and through a previously released survey will provide the foundation for the creation of the parks and recreation master plan. The plan will establish goals, objectives, and an action plan for development of our parks system. When the plan has been accepted by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources the county will be eligible to apply for grant funding. 

An example of grant funding is the development of the Calhoun County Trailway under construction now. The five mile trail is scheduled for completion in late 2014. The updated master plan will allow the county to seek future park funding through grant monies.

Ms. Ault affirmed, “The subcommittee is hopeful that we will hear from all areas of Calhoun County. We want to collect as much data as possible and reach a broad audience. The more we know, the better we can reflect what the community would like to see regarding their park systems.”
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