CALHOUN COUNTY
PROCEEDINGS OF THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
April 19, 2012

1. CALLTO ORDER/ROLL CALL

The Committee of the Whole Session of the Calhoun County Board of Commissioners convened at 5:30
p.m., Thursday, April 19, 2012 in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, County Building, Marshall, M.

Chairman Kale called the meeting to order and requested the Deputy Clerk call the roll.

Present: Comrs. Dunn, Todd, Haadsma, Camp Seifke, Frisbie, VanSickle and Kale

Staff Present: County Administrator/Controller Kelli Scott, Assistant Administrator Brad Wilcox,
Corporation Counsel Richard Lindsey, Human Resources Director Kim Archambault and Deputy Clerk

Chris McComb

2. PRESENTATION BY CALHOUN COUNTY TRAILWAY ALLIANCE AND HURLEY & STEWART OF
OPTIONS FOR TRAILWAY THROUGH THE OTT PRESERVE

Larry Rizor, Calhoun County Trailway Alliance (CCTA) president, introduced Tim Stewart of Hurley &
Stewart to speak on behalf of the Trailway Alliance and present their proposal.

Tim Stewart, Project Manager and Lead Designer, stated Hurley & Stewart was the company hired by
the County to move the trail project forward from the planning stages hopefully into design, permitting
and construction. He stated the County got two grants to fund the trailway, one for $500,000 and
another for over $1 million. He stated the preliminary planning was completed mostly because of the
CCTA, a private citizen group. He stated they were in a position where they needed the Board to make a
Decision to move forward because of the guidelines on the grants. He stated the length of the trail was 5
% miles, only crosses two roads and connects three County parks. He noted it had been an inclusive
process and a community wide effort as they tried to balance sensitive areas with the Friends of the Ott.
Stewart stated he appreciated the passion from the friends of the Ott and they have done a great job
Managing the land. He stated by increasing the use of the Ott and generating more use, it will do
nothing more than increase the popularity and value of the property.



3. COMMENTS BY FRIENDS OF THE OTT

Bill Comai, Friends of the Ott, stated given the optimum of options, they preferred there were no bike
trails. He stated it was a biological preserve and once it was altered, it was altered permanently. He
stated the trail presented was an element of compromise and it did resolve issues they had with the
trail. He stated the trail will increase some exposure to parts of the preserve that are hardly ever
utilized. He believed a long term management plan is needed and Tom Funke made good points about
management easement. He stated in the long run they hoped to protect the preserve and maintain
environmentally sensitive areas. He believed there needed to be adequate limitations for bike access to
existing trails.

Doug Sofia, Friends of the Ott, stated the preserve was 101 years old and it had never been altered. He
believed a plan needed to be put in place as well as deed restrictions. He stated once you let the trail in,
you have opened the Ott to other future development and he believed the County really needed to
think about these changes. He appreciated their deliberation on the issue.

4. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DISCUSSIONS OF CALHOUN COUNTY TRAILWAYS PROJECT

Comr. Camp Seifke inquired if most of the trail goes through groves of young trees.

Stewart replied it varied. He stated what was presented was a preliminary route and when approved
they would stake a centerline and take into consideration the aesthetics to remove as few trees as
possible, trying to work around them.

Comr. Camp Seifke inquired how bikes would be limited to the trails.
Stewart replied they had not addressed those issues yet but bikes can be kept off existing walking paths.

Comr. VanSickle inquired if the route had been approved by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
and Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).

Stewart replied it had not but they had walked the route with the DEQ.
Comr. VanSickle inquired if the conservation easement mentioned was for the trail right-of-way.

Comai replied the request was that the whole preserve be included to stop any future development in
the Ott Preserve.

Comr. Haadsma noted the proposed trail stopped short of Arlington Street at Peck Street and inquired
why going to Arlington was not an alternative.

Stewart replied when they got to individual lots, there was not enough land to put the trail in so they
would need easements and that would be difficult. He noted the area to the south is less sensitive.



Comr. Haadsma noted Hurley & Stewart had been working on this project for 6 or 8 months and until
recently most of the work was at the west end of the Ott. He inquired how much they had charged for
their earlier work because the plan presented looked totally different from the first one.

Stewart replied that this was how these things go, they couldn’t get easements or make plans until they
had the go ahead.

Comr. Camp Seifke inquired if there had been any talk with residents who have the trail coming in right
behind their houses.

Stewart stated they needed to have preliminary drawings and plans before they could present it to
people.

Comr. Camp Seifke asked Dr. Comai what reservations he had about the trail avoiding going onto Peck
and Arlington Streets.

Comai stated there was a private property issue that had been going on for a long time that no one had
known about.

Comr. Kale inquired what the DEQ response was about the route.

Stewart stated the only question was why they wouldn’t go on the high ground instead of through the
wetlands but she seemed supportive of the proposed route.

Comr. Kale stated he was concerned about bike access and inquired if it was from within the Ott or
outside.

Comai stated there was nothing specific to prevent bikes from going off on walking trails. He stated
there would need to be a plan and signage.

Steward noted they had good success with bikes staying on trail on the Kalamazoo Valley Trailway with
signage and proper marker and barriers.

5. PUBLIC COMMENT

Paul Ecklund, Disability Network of Southwest Michigan, stated he was happy to hear the Board had
decided to make an effort to make Calhoun County more accessible to those with disabilities.

Tom Carroll, President of Lakeside Apartments, spoke in favor of the proposed trailway through the Ott
Biological Preserve.

Sarah, President of the Conservations Stewardship of the Kalamazoo Valley Trailway, stated they had
worked with areas impacted, which were minimal, to remove trees and plants. She stated their trail had
a positive impact on the surrounding area with people walking and biking. She stated there was a nice
presence that provided visibility and security for the area.

Michael spoke against the proposed trailway through the Ott Biological Preserve.



Steve Hinkley spoke in favor of the proposed trailway through the Ott Biological Preserve.

James Berry spoke against the proposed trailway through the Ott Biological Preserve.

Christine Kosmowski spoke in favor of the proposed trailway through the Ott Biological Preserve.
Sophia DiPietro spoke against the proposed trailway through the Ott Biological Preserve.

Doug Shores spoke against the proposed trailway through the Ott Biological Preserve.

Ron Sootsman, Vice President of the Calhoun County Trailway Alliance, spoke in favor of the proposed
trailway through the Ott Biological Preserve.

Michael Wood, Team Active Cycling and Fitness, spoke in favor of the proposed trailway through the Ott
Biological Preserve.

6. ADJOURN
The Committee of the Whole adjourned at 6:45 p.m at the call of the Chair.
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