
  

 

 
 
 
I. POLICY 
 
Pursuant to MCL 211.78 et. Seq., Public Act 123 of 1999, it is the policy of the Calhoun County Treasurer’s Office to 
withhold property from the Petition for Foreclosure that is owned by a person undergoing financial hardship as determined 
in accordance with the standards stated below.  
 
II PURPOSE 
 
Financial Hardship Extensions are designed to delay foreclosure deadlines up to one year for homeowners who are actively 
working to catch up their delinquent real property taxes.  To be considered for a hardship extension, you must own (or hold 
legitimate interest) and reside at the property (principle residence), and if applicable be a legal guardian, conservator, or 
have power of attorney over the resident. Under extreme circumstances the Calhoun County Treasurer’s office may grant a 
financial hardship extension to a non-primary residence.   
 
III:DEFINITONS 
 
Principle Residence– the one place where a person has his or her true, fixed, and permanent home to which, whenever 
absent he or she intends to return and that shall continued as a principle residence until another principle residence is estab-
lished. A Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) exempts a residence from the tax levied by a local school district for 
school operating purposes up to 18 mills. 
 
Income Standards– we adhere to, but are not limited to, the federal poverty income standards as defined and determined 
annually by the United States office of management and budget.  
 
Utility Billing Division–  city residents & local surrounding areas whom are billed for water and sewer from local govern-
ment units.  
 
Code Compliance– a local government unit ensuring the quality, safety, and aesthetic condition of housing and businesses 
located within their jurisdictions.   
 
Lien– is an act to secure the payment of a debt/obligation that is placed on the property. 
 
Blighted– is a property that has been declared a public nuisance in accordance with local housing , building, plumbing, 
fire or other related code or ordinance; is an attractive nuisance to children because of physical condition, use or occupan-
cy; is a fire hazard or otherwise dangerous to the safety of persons or property; has had the utilities, plumbing, heating or 
sewage permanently disconnected, destroyed, removed, or rendered ineffective so that the property is unfit for its intended 
use.  The Calhoun County Treasurer’s office will not grant a financial hardship extension to properties listed on a local 
dangerous buildings list.  
 
Personal Property- Personal property taxes are assessed to businesses. They are also assessed to individuals who own 
mobile homes and have leasehold improvements such as sheds, garages and wood decks. This is a tax on furniture, fix-
tures, equipment and leasehold improvements. 
 
LEGAL AUTHORITY & REFERENCE 

. Michigan Income Tax Act, MCL 206.508 
B. Michigan Public Act 123 of 1999, MCL 211.78h 
C. General Property Tax Act, PA 206 
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IV: STANDARDS  
 
A. A applicant requesting a parcel to be withheld  from a foreclosure judgment for reason of financial hardship must: 
 

1.  Submit a completed financial hardship extension application to the Office of the Calhoun County Treasurer, 315 W. 
Green St., Marshall, MI 49068 by the financial hardship extension deadline. A applicant requesting a hardship exten-
sion after the application due date but prior to the foreclosure date may be subject to corresponding fees in relation to 
the Judgment of Foreclosure.  
 
2. Appear, as agreed and scheduled by the Calhoun County Treasurer Office, for an interview on the application and 
bring copies of the following documentation for submission: 

 A current Michigan driver’s license or state identification card; 
 Evidence that the applicant holds interest to the property, such as a deed/land contract (copy of the document will 
need to be submitted if not recorded at the Calhoun County Register of Deed’s office); 
 Evidence that the applicant occupies the property as their principle residence, such as utility bills in the appli-
cants name for the subject property. 
 Proof of income for all household members. Federal income tax return for the tax year delinquent and the current 
year (if prepared). If no income tax returns have been filed, the applicant must supply any verification of income 
such as W2’s, Social Security Statement, etc.)  
 If applicable, copy of  valid letter of conservatorship/guardianship/power of attorney.  
 If applicable, copy of  valid probate documents of an estate/will. 

 
B.    A parcel that is being petitioned to be withheld from foreclosure must have prior extension year’s paid. Under extreme 

circumstances the Calhoun County Treasurer’s office may grant additional time on a prior extension year for a occu-
pied primary residence. Proof of occupancy is required.  

C.   A parcel that is being petitioned to be withheld from foreclosure, may not have excessive delinquent utility bills owed 
to the local government unit. 

D.   A parcel that is being petitioned to be withheld from foreclosure, may not have outstanding violations reported by Code 
Compliance/Local Jurisdiction. Properties that are vacant and are in violation of local jurisdiction for health and safety 
issues will not  be granted a hardship extension. The Calhoun County Treasurer’s office will not grant a hardship exten-
sion to properties listed on a local dangerous buildings list or condemned. The Calhoun County Treasurer’s office will 
not grant a hardship extension  to a vacant boarded property.  

E.    A parcel that is being petitioned to be withheld from foreclosure, may not have outstanding liens recorded at the      
Calhoun County Register of Deeds Office.  

F. Property withheld from foreclosure, must not be considered a blighted structure. 
G. The Calhoun County Treasurer’s office will not grant a hardship extension on a vacant lot/land that is not adjacent to a   

residence unless the vacant land is classified as qualified agricultural property (pursuant to MCL 211.7dd). 
H. The Calhoun County Treasurer’s office will not grant a hardship extension on a parcel where the current                  

State Equalized Value (SEV) is less than the total current and delinquent taxes owed.  
I. A person approved of a hardship extension may be required to attend  an Energy Awareness Class and a Financial Fit-

ness Course. 
J. A non-primary residence must comply with the Standards A thru I above. 
 
 
 
V: GENERAL PROVISIONS  
This policy should be read in conjunction with other policies and applicable laws, with specific reference to Public Act 123 
of 1999, as amended. The law requires the Treasurer to review your income and allows the Treasurer to grant hardships to 
property owners whose household income is at or below the federal poverty income standards (as defined and determined 
annually by the United States Office of Management and Budget). However, the Calhoun County Treasurer will consider 
extenuating circumstances that may create a financial hardship even if your income is higher than the federal standards. All 
applicants MUST be approved by the Calhoun County Treasurer’s office in order for the tax foreclosure sale to be post-
poned. Postponement of foreclosure will not effect the Calhoun County Treasurer’s right to sell the property at a later fore-
closure sale if the delinquent property taxes for the years in question remain unpaid.  
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