HISTORY OF “THE OPENING OF THE TERM”

Every January, the Calhoun County Circuit Court conducts a ceremony called “The
Opening of the Term”. The Judges of the County Courts, members of the Bar, Court staff,
and interested members of the public gather in one of the Courtrooms. At this assembly,
the Judges report on their Courts, the lawyers eulogize members of the Bar who have died
in the preceding year and renew the Attorney’s Oath.

This practice began when Calhoun County was detached from Barry and Eaton
Counties to become the 37" Judicial Circuit Court, which was then located in Marshall, the
County Seat. Shortly afterbeing so designated, the Michigan Legislature passed laws that
allowed the Court to have an alternate courtroom in the City of Battle Creek, as long as the
City furnished and maintained the space. This was done, and the court sat in various
rented locations in the City. After the new city hall was built in 1911 a courtroom with
adjunct offices was buiilt into it and was used until moving to the old Battle Creek Post
office. To service both locations, the one Circuit Judge would then travel between Marshall
and Battle Creek. When a second Circuit Judge was added, the Judges began alternating
locations, usually on a monthly basis.

Because communications were inadequate, it was necessary for lawyers to appear
in Court from time to time to schedule trials and other proceedings. Four times a year -
November and May in Marshall, and March and September in Battle Creek - attorneys
would assemble to hear the pending cases announced, discuss the state of readiness of
cases, and assign trial dates when appropriate. These gatherings also proved to be an
opportune time to remember departed members of the Bar. So began “The Opening of the
Term”.

To assist the call of cases, the Court had calendars printed and furnished to each of
the county lawyers and out-of-county lawyers who had cases on the docket. These printed
calendars continued into the 1960's, but as the number of cases grew, they became less
and less useful. Case scheduling through pretrial conferences and use of the assignment
clerk became preferable.

Since the Courts have moved into the present Justice Center, the Judges, staff, and
interested members of the Bar have tried to locate one of these printed calendars;
however, searches of the archives and some of the older law offices have proven to be
unsuccessful until recently.

While looking for something totally unrelated to this project in the summer of 2009,
one of the Bar members found the November, 1954 copy of the Circuit Court Calendar in
the Local History Department at Willard Library. Rick Hulsey, Director and Librarian,
agreed to loan the document to the Court.

In order to preserve the nearly-perfect condition of the $5-year-old document, the
book is kept under glass; however, its contents are published on the Calhoun County
Courts’ web page and may be seen at
http://calhouncountymi.gov/Departments/CircuitCourt/OverviewCircuitCourt.htm. (See "1954

Calendar".)
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18 CIVIL JURY CASES 19
Case No. PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket Mo.
Roy Trimble Cyrus J. Goodrich
31
VE, Suit by Summons
24-448 Howard D. Schneider & 3 Mustard, Clagett &
Marguerite Schneider Everett
22 Frederick H. Cline Ronald M. Ryan
va. Suit by Summons
24-493 Robert Dale Patterson &
Alfred Patterson Richard K. Amerson
Sherman A, Lane Storkan & Tompert
33
Ve, Declaration
24-496 Carl W. Richmond North, Allen &
Scatterday
Paul G. Hansen, by next MecAuliffe & Harbert
a4 friend, Faul E. Hansen
Declaration
VE.
24-499 Ryan, Sullivan &
Ceeil Holbrook Hamilton
Paul E. Hansen MecAuliffe & Harbert
36
v Declaration
eclarati
Ryan, Sullivan &
24-500 Cecil Holbrook Hamilton
Donald B. Morrison McAuliffe & Harbert
36

24-501

va.
Cecil Holbrook

Declaration




20 CIVIL JURY CASES 21
St o PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket No.
Hugh Morrison McAuliffe & Harbert
a7
VS, Declaration
24-502 Cecil Holbrook Ryan, Sullivan &
Hamilton
Judy Birmingham, by next Golden & Penn
as Friend, James Birmingham
Adlges Vs, Earprelll. Foltz, Paulson
- almer
g;tﬁ(s “:i?b%r:erﬂf:eh?se-mm American Nat'l Bank Bldg.
Wagne'r, Builders Kalamazoo, Michigan
Ella Larned gcrth.réﬂtl:en &
catterday
g va. Declaration With ELAY
Notice to Plead
24-515 Wolverine Express, Inc.
a Mich. Corp. & City of James W. Mackey
Marshall, Mich. a Mich. Lenton G. Sculthorp
Municipal Corp.
Kay Marie Mills, by Clyde MeAuliffe and Harbert
40 H. Mills, her next Friend
Declaration
va, Jennings, Fraser, Parsons
24-519 & Trebileock
Glenn D. Lower & 1400 Mich. Nat'l Tower
Dale D. Lower Lansing 8, Michigan
Russell W. Conroy
McAuliffe & Harbert
Clyde H. Mills & Farmers
41 Insurance Exchange
va, Declaration Jennings, Fraser, Parsons
24-551 & Trebilcock
Glenn D, Lower & 1400 Mich. Nat'l Tower
Dale D. Lower Lansing 8, Michigan
Russell 'W. Conroy |
1
2 Charles Patterson Hatch & Sculthorp
4
vE.
Suit by Summons
24-568 Russell Smith &

Robert Grable




22

CIVIL JURY CASES

23
Case No. PARTIES ACTION
Docket No. ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Florence Jenny LaFleur Bugene Field
it Vs, Declaration %;5&1"7!( A_g}g?can Nat'l
21-545 Richard W. Haan Kalamazoo, Michigan
MeAuliffe & Harbert
Ernest LaFleur Eugene Field
g vs, Declaration pail “gigrgi"’““ Nat'l
24-546 Richard W. Haan Kalamazoo, Michigan
McAuliffe & Harbert
45
46
47

48




24 NON-JURY CIVIL CASES 25
Case No. PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket Mo.
glerchan% Flreslgsursnce
‘orp, a Corp. Subrogee
of Clarence Wedel & John H. Callahan
49 Clarence Wedel
Suit by Summons
VS,
24-27
C. W. Morgan F, Jack Neller
Reva Yeakey & Citizens Mutual James M, Sullivan
50 Auto Ins. Co. Subrogee of Reva
Yeakey Suit by Summons
24-181 VS, John M. Allen &
Richard C. Scatterda
City of Battle Creek, a = # i
Municipal Corp.
Lige DeVore Golden & Penn-
51
va, Suit by Summons
24-213 Henry Haas & Pauline Haas
Noble O. Moore
£s Clarence O'Connor Russell W. Conroy
jt va. Declaration
24-249 Henry M. Hartsuff
MeAuliffe & Harbert
Everett M James J. Dunn
53 B e Richard K. Amerson
VA,
CrE N Declaration
4= .. Pau ereury -
Indemnity Co. F. Jack Neller
Richard M. James
Emmceo Insurance Co., as 1835 Adams St.
Subrogee of Floyd Grand Rapids, Mich.
54 Morrison
2 Alexander, Cholette,
va, Suit by Summons Buchanan, Perkins &
24-391 Conklin

Edward E. Heller

1007 Peoples Nat'l Bank
Grand Rapids, Mich.




26

NON-JURY CIVIL CASES 27
Case No. |
Docket No EARSS ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
¥: !
i Wayne C. Harrison J. V. Wilcox
Vs, Buit by Summmi
24-397 Daniel Zaremba &
Denwifa Zaremba Adrian F. Cooper
&6 Harold Waggoner J. V. Wilcox
vs. Buit by Summons
24-308 Daniel Zaremba & i
Denwifa Zaremba Adrian F. Cooper
|
1
Iva G, Peck, d/bja L. C. Meta 8. Wooden
a7 Silver & Co. *
Declaration
Vs,
24-424
Isr?:;l%??sf?erllgﬂe]d - Cobb-Wilder & Nielson
Daleiden Manufacturing Corp.,
&8 a Michigan Corporation Faugene Fiield .
17 American Nat' B
Ve Declaration Kalamazoo, Michigan
24-477 g.osrﬁue Hé Rrg;d & Alvgjbw'
afken, Co-Partners, /e 5
Reid-Gafken Motor Sales, fanibe=WeMackey
& Earl A. Gary b
= Elmﬁaru(_‘.aé‘ir& 4 Schroeder & Schroeder
. Belle ¥
Vs, Declaration
24-495
% 1:1;1 gee%ersi. & Herbert €. Winsor
u . Teeters
)
J Bugene Headley Andrew Cooke
b
Appeal from
24-518 Elmer F. Knowles Municipal Court

G. Randall Price




28 NON-JURY CIVIL CASES | 29
Case No. PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket Mo,
%T;ll}lde)}.f Stanley &
John D. Johnson, dfb/a ALY
ing 610 Kalamazoo Bldg.
61 Alr Engineering Co. ediarativn i im0 MiIh s
vs.
AEhat Wilbur Bundy Andrew W. Lockton
v
62
63
64
66 1

66




30

NON-JURY CIVIL CASES

31

Case No.
Docket No.

PARTIES

ACTION

ATTORNEYS

REMARKS

67

68

-

69

70

71

72
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32 CHANCERY CASES 3
Case No. PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket No.
Patsy Jacox . 8 Everstt
73 ;
V8. Divores
40-429 Nelson Jacox, Jr. Storkan & Tompsrt
Edward Yother Golden & Penn
T4 !
V8. Divorce
50-368 Eleanor Yother McAuliffe & Harbert
. Richard K. Blackman Cyrus J. Goodrich
V&, Divores
50-371 Loree J. Blackman Soenl R Bani
IR\ S R avic Theodore Van Dellen
76 Vs, -
Divoree
B02isa Jerry Cuitkovie
e Alfonso A. Magnotta
Eleanor J. Lucas Emil Storkan
i
V&,
Divorce
B0-493 Charles Henry Lucas George A. Winkler
Verda Fall Kirechman &
78 irschman
V8,
Divorce
50-563 Ernest J. Fall

Wunsch & Coleman




34 CHANCERY CASES 35
Case No. PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket No.
Harold William Brainard
79 Noble O. Moore
VS, Divorce
51-6 Virginia Ann Brainard
Philip C. Baldwin
*
Geneva E. Schantz Wagner, Wagner &
80 Wagner
VS, Divorce
51-7 Victor A. Schantz Dean & Siegel
P 102 W. State St.
Hastings, Michigan
Lloyd O, Powers James W, Mackey
81 Emil E, Storkan
V8, u
Divoree
51-82 Pamela Powers
Gordon & Ryan
7 Marion D. Mains James W. Mackey
VE. Divorce
51-190 Helen Mains
Golden & Penn
1]
Helene Zitkovitz 4 Golden & Penn
83
va,
Divores C. E. Chamberlain
51-200 Joseph Zitkovitz 1902 Mich. Nat'l. Tower
. Langing, Michigan :
A Theodora H. - Aronstein Golden & Penn
vs.
Separdte
51-219 Eugene J. Aronstein Maintenanca

Sigler, Anderson & Carr
Lansing, Michigan




, ] 37
36 CHANCERY CASES
-
Case No. PARTIES ACTION ATTORNEYS REMARKS
Docket No.
46 Dorless D. Hower Alfonso A. Magnotta
vs. Divorce i
51-302 Dorothy D. Hower James W. Mackey
-
k ST hier North, Allen & Scatterday
Vs, Divorce
51-318 Rex B, Palmer Storkan & Tompert
i X Horace M. Mechem
o Alice M. Fruin MeAuliffe & Harbert
V&, Eill to
Quiet Title
51-3356 Percy C. Fruin, et al James M. Sullivan
Wagner, Wagner & Wagner
Raymond S. Reyer Alfred P. Stuart
88 VS,
Divorce
Jeanette Reyer
51-358 Hatch & Seculthorp
L
e R e X McAuliffe & Harbert
&9
Vs,
51-364 Priest Tool & Manufacturin
s, Corporations Hamilton, Sabin & Humbarger
s Merle Mae Louden RLEtARS-SWooden
Vs,
Divorce
51-380 John Lyman Louden

Golden & Penn
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