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STORM DEBRIS PICKUP DEADLINE SET 

 
For the past 2 ½ weeks, crews from the City of Battle Creek and the Calhoun County Road 

Commission, with assistance from the State of Michigan, Naval Seabees, Cities of Springfield, 
Charlotte, Coldwater and Kalamazoo and countless volunteers, have been working hard to remove tree 
debris from neighborhoods damaged by the May 29 storm.  While much work remains, significant 
progress has been made to get neighborhoods in the City and Calhoun County back to normal.  City 
and County crews will continue to pick up road right-of-way tree debris from the curbside in Battle 
Creek, Emmett Township and throughout the county until Friday, July 1st, at which time roadside pick-
up of unbundled tree debris will cease.   

 
After July 1st, residents in the City of Battle Creek can have their tree debris removed through 

the normal yard waste program associated with Waste Management’s weekly garbage pick-up.  As a 
reminder, under Waste Management’s weekly garbage pick-up, tree debris of 2 inches in diameter or 
less must be bundled and tied in lengths of 4-foot or shorter. 

 
City and County officials are asking residents to refrain from placing unbundled, non-storm 

related yard debris at the curbside for pick-up by City and County crews.  While taking advantage of 
this service may be convenient, it also makes it more difficult for crews to get to all neighborhoods 
impacted by the storm in a reasonable timeframe.  Also, residents wishing to use a private contractor to 
dispose of their tree debris are reminded that they should require proof of a valid license and insurance 
before hiring the contractor.  Contractors should also be required to remove trees from private 
properties instead of just cutting them down and leaving them for removal.  
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