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MINUTES

CALHOUN COUNTY 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

Thursday, January 7, 2016
315 W. Green St., 1-400, Marshall, MI 49068




1.	Community Development Educator Ault called the meeting to order at 4:01

2.	Roll Call – Michigan State University Extension Support Staff, Pat Dadow 

Present: Bill Comai, Jesse Jacox, Derek King, Christine Kosmowski (arrived 4:03), Allyn Miller, John Rodwan, Ron Sootsman, Blaine VanSickle

Absent: Annette Chapman
 
Also Present: Calhoun County Community Development Educator Ingrid Ault, Assistant County Administrator Brad Wilcox, Corporation Counsel Richard Lindsey, GIS Coordinator Brent Thelen, MSU Extension Support Staff Pat Dadow

3.	Election of Officers
	
(a)	Chair, Parks and Recreation Commission

Community Development Educator Ault asked for nominations from the floor for a member to serve as the Chair of the Parks and Recreation Commission in 2016. 
	
Member Jacox nominated Member King, supported by Member Miller, for a one year term as Chairperson of the Parks and Recreation Commission for 2016.

Moved by Member VanSickle, second by Member Comai to vote unanimous and close nomination of Chairman.

On a voice vote, Nomination CARRIED.

(b)	Vice Chair, Parks and Recreation Commission

Chair King asked for nominations from the floor for a member to serve as the Vice Chair of the Parks and Recreation Commission in 2016. 

Member Jacox nominated Member Chapman, supported by Member Kosmowski, for a one year term as Vice Chair of the Parks and Recreation Commission for 2016.

Moved by Member VanSickle, second by Comai to vote unanimous and close nomination of Vice Chairman.

On a voice vote, Nomination CARRIED.

(c) Secretary, Parks and Recreation Commission

Chair King asked for nominations from the floor for a member to serve as the Secretary of the Parks and Recreation Commission in 2016. 

Member Miller nominated Member Sootsman, supported by Member Jacox, for a one year term as Secretary of the Parks and Recreation Commission for 2016.

Moved by Member VanSickle, second by Comai to vote unanimous and close nomination of Secretary.	

On a voice vote, Nomination CARRIED.

4.	Approval of Agenda

Moved by Member Miller, second by Member Kosmowski to amend agenda item 9b “Picnics and Paddles” Event Request as an action item and approve the agenda of the Calhoun County Parks and Recreation Commission as presented by Ault.

On a voice vote, Motion CARRIED.

5.	Approval of Minutes

Moved by Member Jacox, second by Member VanSickle to approve the December 3, 2015 minutes of the Calhoun County Parks and Recreation Commission as presented by Sootsman.

On a voice vote, Motion CARRIED.

6.	Public Comment

There was none.

7.	Subcommittee Reports

a. Ott Biological Preserve Workgroup

Member Comai reported the Ott Biological Preserve Workgroup has almost completed the management and maintenance plan for the park. He estimates it is ninety percent done and anticipates it will be ready to present to the commission in March.  He also invited those in attendance to join the next meeting on January 21 at 4:00 pm in the Garden Level Conference Room.

b. Trailway Workgroup

Member Sootsman reported that the Trailway Workgroup met on January 6, 2016 and is moving along quite well.  Community Development Educator Ault added the next Trailway workgroup meetings are scheduled on February 2nd and February 24th at 1:00 pm in the Garden Level Conference Room. The workgroup hopes to have a draft of the plan ready to forward to the commission in March.  

c. Finance Subcommittee

Community Development Educator Ault stated the meeting is currently being scheduled.

d. Membership Vacancies Subcommittee

Community Development Educator Ault stated the meeting is currently being scheduled.

8.	Unfinished Business

a.   Review Parks and Recreation By-laws 

Tabled until the February 4th meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission.  

9. New Business

a. ITC Transmissions

Community Development Educator Ault reviewed previous discussions held with ITC Transmission representatives regarding Kimball Pines. She then stated the same type of work is to be performed in the Ott Biological Preserve and that ITC Transmission staff was here to explain the work and address any questions. She introduced Cynthia Stump, Area Manager, Luba Sitar, Customer Relations and Community Education Manager and Patty Stephanoff, Forestry Vegetation Manager of ITC Transmission.

Each staff member discussed their area of expertise as relating to the plan of work to occur in the Ott Biological Preserve. Incompatible brush and trees will be removed by cutting and mowing the transmission line corridor that is 75 feet on either side of the high voltage electricity transmission lines. 

Member Comai expressed concerns about endangered species being disturbed during or after the work. Stump noted they are aware of this issue and already have a plan to manage the areas where these plants are found.  Luba Sitar will be working closely with Community Development Educator Ault to manage these areas.  

Sitar notified the commissioners that ITC Transmission is providing $10,000 to help with restoration of areas in Kimball Pines Park and the Ott Biological Preserve Park. The ITC staff thanked the Parks and Recreation Commission for meeting with them.
 
b. “Picnic and Paddles” Event Request

Community Development Educator Ault received an event application request from Nikki Elder of Cereal City Athletics to have a kayaking event on April 14, 2016 starting at Saylor’s Landing and ending at Historic Bridge Park with a picnic to commence.  Member Kosmowski stated that the “Kanoe the Kazoo” event was successful and there were no problems so she did not foresee any problems with this event request. 

Moved by Member Jacox, second by Member Kosmowski recommending Members to approve the event application for the “Picnic and Paddles” of the Cereal City Athletics on May 16, 2016. 

On a voice vote, Motion CARRIED.

c. Fiscal Year 2015 Budget Review

Community Development Educator Ault presented and discussed the budget performance report for the four parks for Fiscal Year 2015. She explained expenses and revenues for Historic Bridge Park, Kimball Pines, Ott Biological Preserve and the Calhoun County Trailway.

Member Rodwan asked if maintenance of the bridges was done by the County.  Community Development Educator Ault explained the facilities crew is responsible for work performed in all of the county parks including the bridges.  She noted the 2016 Plan of Work includes the formation of a Volunteer Development Subcommittee that will develop a work plan for all parks regarding management and maintenance for each park and who will be performing the work. 

Member Rodwan also asked if there was a specific insurance plan for the Parks. Assistant County Administrator Brad Wilcox responded that parks are included in the county insurance policy, but that allocating a portion of the cost to insure is too arduous to invest the time to provide an estimated amount. 

Corporation Counsel Richard Lindsey asked if there is an update on the progress of the endowment for the Trailway.  Member Sootsman responded that the Calhoun County Trailway Alliance board is responsible for this.   Community Development Educator Ault also noted she is now a board member and can provide up to date reports in the future.  

Member Sootsman discussed the vision of the Trailway Alliance to extend the trail from Historic Bridge Park to Marshall and then on to Albion.  He stated there are many groups working together to fund this project. 

10. 	Community Development Educator Report

Community Development Educator Ault stated that she was asked to resubmit the Enbridge Energy grant without the playground equipment and would do that within a week. 

Ault reported that the beavers in Kimball Pines have been removed.  She thanked Brian Huggett for helping to work with the Michigan Department of Transportation Amtrak division to unplug the culvert and resolve the flooding problem at the fourth boardwalk. She added she had been assured the boardwalk structure had not been compromised.  

Ault reported that a bench in the Ott along the Trailway at boardwalk two had been stolen and a police report had been filed.  She also noted that the gate in Kimball Pines had not been closed yet, but should happen shortly.

Ault announced there is a new employee in the Juvenile Probation Office that she will be contacting to discuss continuing the program for the juveniles to perform their community service work in the Parks.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ault noted the City of Albion and the Pennfield Township have Parks and Recreation plans out for public comment now.  She noted that she, Brent Thelen and Jen Bomba worked on portions of the Pennfield Township Parks and Recreation Plan. 

She announced that the “Picture This” photos are being hung in the hallways next week and she will be forwarding a press release about the project. 

11. 	Commissioners’ Time

Member Jacox has observed people in the Parks after dark and wondered if signage regarding hours of operation should be placed at entrances.

12.       Public Comment

There was none.

13. Adjournment

The January 7, 2016 regular session of the Calhoun County Parks and Recreation Commission adjourned at 5:25 pm.
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