CALHOUN COUNTY

BOARD OF C OMMISSIONERS

POLICY STATEMENT 501

SUBJECT:
TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 
(Former Policy #2 of Calhoun County Road Commission, Adopted: November 23, 1971
Amended:
March 6, 2010) 
ADOPTED:  October 18, 2012 by Board of Commissioners 
EFFECTIVE: November 1, 2012

PURPOSE:
The placement of traffic control devices are designed and installed to regulate, warn or guide traffic.  Stop signs are designed to control traffic at busy intersections.  Traffic signals are designed to control traffic at busy intersections or to reduce broadside crashes.  

Traffic engineers and police officers examine many traffic and road conditions to determine a reasonable speed limit including the number and type of crashes, speed of vehicles, and the number of cars, pedestrians, and bicycles.  Also considered are the physical conditions of the road such as sidewalks, hills, curves, lanes, driveways, intersections, roadway surfaces and traffic controls.
GENERAL PROVISIONS:
The Calhoun County Road Commission shall follow the regulations set forth in the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MMUTCD) as required by the Michigan Vehicle Code Public Act 300 of 1949, Section 257.608, 257.609 and 257.610 for the installation and maintenance of uniform traffic control devices on all roads under the jurisdiction of the Calhoun County Road Commission.

For speed control devices, the Calhoun County Road Commission shall follow the regulations set forth in the Michigan Vehicle Code Public Act 300 of 1949, Section 257.628 that requires that the county road commission, township board, and the department of state police will unanimously determine that the speed of vehicular traffic on a county road is greater or less than is reasonable or safe.  Such determination shall be made upon the basis of engineering, traffic and/or speed studies.
PROCEDURES:
1.
Requests received from townships for the installation of traffic control devices are provided to the Board of Road Commissioners as a communication and forwarded to the Engineering Department for review to determine if engineering, traffic, and/or speed studies are warranted.
2.
Costs associated with an engineering study will be paid for by the requesting party.

3.
If installation of traffic control devices is warranted based on the engineering studies conducted, a Traffic 
Control Order will be presented to the Board of County Road Commissioners for their review and disposition.
4.
The approval or denial of the Traffic Control Order shall be transmitted to all affected departments/agencies for follow up, if applicable.
5.
The installation of speed or parking related traffic control devices must be unanimously approved by the county road commission, township board, and the department of state police.  Upon agreement, the department of state police will generate the Traffic Control Order to provide to all parties.  The county road commission will be responsible for installation of the appropriate traffic control devices.

6.
Traffic Control Orders will be filed at the Calhoun County Clerk’s Office.

7.
Costs associated with the installation of traffic control devices on a local road will be submitted to the Finance Department for township billing.
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