CALHOUN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

POLICY STATEMENT 502
SUBJECT:   RIGHT OF WAY ACQUISITION (ROW) PROCEDURES ON FEDERAL AID ROUTES (Procedures do not apply to grading permits)
 (Former Policy #3 of Calhoun County Road Commission, adopted:  December 3, 1974

amended:  June 17, 1975; reviewed: March 6, 2010) 
ADOPTED:  October 18, 2012 by Board of Commissioners 
EFFECTIVE: November 1, 2012

OBJECTIVE:
The "Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970" shall be used as a guide in securing right of way on Federal Aid Routes.

Real Property shall be appraised before the initiation of negotiations and the owner or his designated representative shall be given an opportunity to accompany the appraiser during his inspection of the property.

All negotiations and discussions with property owners shall be documented in a diary or project file along with the basis for the appraisal, offers and final agreed terms.
PROCEDURES
1. Required ROW for rural projects may be appraised by the County Road Commissioners 
or other persons assigned by them or a competent fee appraiser may be used to determine 
just compensation.  Required 
ROW for Urban type high value lands should be appraised 
by a competent fee appraiser.

2. The owner is to be advised as to what construction is proposed by the Calhoun County 
Road Commission and what additional ROW is required.

3. A Title search shall be conducted to determine all interested parties if deemed necessary.

4. The required ROW is to be appraised and replacement of drives, fences, restoration, 
plantings, etc., may be considered as an offset to the value of the part taken.  Appraisals 
may be prepared on a before and after basis or value of the part taken.  A written 
statement and summary of the amount established as just compensation must be given to 
property owner.

5. The property owner is to be informed that he is entitled to full compensation for land and 
damages in accordance with the law, based on the appraisal.  Owners may donate the 
property to the Calhoun County Road Commission after tender of just compensation. 

 
Donors of the ROW, regardless of the size of the donated parcel, must sign a waiver 
relinquishing their right of compensation.

6. Appraisals that indicate an equal or greater after value than existed prior to the proposed 
construction will not require cash remuneration.

7. Negotiate with the property owners and submit proposed payment (including $0.00) to 
the Calhoun County Road Commission for their approval.

8. The conveyance instrument (deed, easements, or release of ROW) is to be prepared and 
presented to the owners (all those who have an interest in the property) for their 
signature.

9. The instrument is to be recorded in the Register of Deeds Office.

10. The check (if one is to be forthcoming) is to be delivered by someone other than the 
Negotiator or Appraiser.
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