CALHOUN COUNTY

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

POLICY STATEMENT 517

SUBJECT:   TRAFFIC SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
(Former Policy #44 of Calhoun County Road Commission; adopted: February 2, 2011)
ADOPTED:  October 18, 2012 by Board of Commissioners 

EFFECTIVE: November 1, 2012
PURPOSE:
Over the past few years, right-of-way permit holders and their contractors have been poorly managing projects within the right-of-way.  To assist CCRC in ensuring compliance, this policy includes violation steps for failure to comply with all traffic control regulations set forth in Part 6 of the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MMUTCD) and Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) Construction Safety Standards Part 22, Signals, Signs, Tags and Barricades.
GENERAL CONDITIONS:
In light of the increasing emphasis on safety and accident prevention, proper traffic control devices will be properly placed and maintained by the permit holder and/or permit holder’s contractor at all times while working within the road right-of-way. 

We cannot over-emphasize the importance of traffic safety in all permit work.  All signs and construction 
barriers will be placed in accordance with Part 6 of the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MMUTCD), and MIOSHA Construction Safety Standards Part 22, Signals, Signs, Tags, and Barricades.  
All right-of-way projects will be required to have a Temporary Traffic Control Plan when applying for permits.  If necessary, please contact the Calhoun County Road Commission (CCRC) Permit Agent for assistance in creating a Traffic Control Plan.

For a Temporary Road Closure, the permit holder and/or permit holder’s contractor will:

a. Contact CCRC in advance and apply for the appropriate permits for proper approval.  
b. Provide and maintain an adequately signed detour route.  
c.
Emergency services, school districts and townships are required to be notified of the road closure prior to the closure.  

In an Emergency situation when the permit holder and/or permit holder’s contractor is unable to secure the proper signage:

a.
CCRC will provide the appropriate signage at the permit holder and/or permit holder’s 
contractors expense.  

b.
It will be the responsibility of the permit holder and/or the permit holder’s contractor to 
install and maintain the signs during the project and return them to CCRC after 
completion of the project.
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:
During a construction operation within the right-of-way, it is the sole responsibility of the permit holder and/or permit holder’s contractor to ensure:

a. Compliance with Part 6 of MMUTCD, and MIOSHA Construction Safety Standards Part 22, Signals, Signs, Tags and Barricades.
b. The safety of the motoring public.
c.
Vehicles and machinery being used during a maintenance or construction operation will not be parked on both sides of the roadway.  All vehicles must be parked off the traveled portion of the roadway including employee transportation.
d.
All equipment and materials are stored outside of the right-of-way, unless being used for immediate operations.  
e.
Appropriate traffic control devices are placed in their proper locations before any work commences.  
f.
Temporary Traffic Control signs are adequately maintained throughout the duration of the project per Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) Temporary Traffic Control Typicals, and in a way not to hinder traffic flow.
g.
Traffic regulators are in control of the movement of traffic any time any part of a lane is obstructed.  It is preferred that the traffic regulators are in communication with each other via two-way radios.
h.
Traffic regulators are equipped with proper Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) as explained in Part 6 of the MMUTCD, and MIOSHA Construction Safety Standards Part 22, Signals, Signs, Tags and Barricades.
i.
At all times, any obstruction in the work area is properly signed, barricaded or removed as an obstruction by filling, grading, patching or other means approved by CCRC.
The Calhoun County Road Commission will not tolerate any negligence on the part of the permit holder and/or permit holder’s contractor pertaining to traffic control.  Failure to comply with all traffic control regulations set forth in Part 6 of the MMUTCD, and MIOSHA Construction Safety Standards Part 22, Signals, Signs, Tags and Barricades and terms of permit may result in the following violations:
a. Temporary shut down until proper devices are placed;
b. A $250.00 fine, 2 day shutdown and a report to MIOSHA for unsafe working conditions;

c.
Permanent ban from obtaining permits in Calhoun County.

Any CCRC employee will have the authority to shut down projects and notify the Permit Agent in a timely manner of the violation. The Permit Agent will officially notify the permit holder and/or permit holder’s contractor and compliance will be followed up on within 24-48 hours after violation is sited. 

The permit holder and/or the permit holder’s contractor will be required to follow these guidelines:

a. No equipment will be used as a barricade or marker for guarding an unsafe road condition.  
b.
Whenever barricades are used, they will be Class II or Class III type barricades.  All 
road closure barricades must be Type III.   Type C-Low Steady Burn lights would be 
required on type III barricades for night time use only and must be operational. 
b. Ensure that no earth, soil, sand, gravel or other harmful material accumulates on the roadway in a way that could be dangerous to the motoring public. If tracking does occur it is the responsibility of the permit holder and/or permit holder’s contractor to maintain the areas affected.  This will be required any time tracking has occurred.  If the permit holder and/or permit holder’s contractor fails to maintain the construction area CCRC will do so and bill for any charges incurred.  
d.
Trees may not be dropped across any pavement unless this is the only method that is available and has been approved by CCRC in advance.  In this case, two traffic regulators are required along with the necessary traffic control devices in Section 6 of the MMUTCD, and MIOSHA Construction Safety Standards Part 22 Signals, Signs
Tags and Barricades. 
e.
Should work be suspended due to weather conditions or for any other reason, sufficient labor, materials and equipment will be ready for 
immediate use at all times for the proper maintaining of traffic control devices that are appropriate to conditions at that time. 
f.
All traffic control devices will be maintained for as long as they are required at a particular location.  In the case of intermittent working operations, only traffic control devices that are appropriate to conditions at the time will be displayed.
g.
All moving equipment in construction areas must operate with headlights turned on, provided such headlights are included as original standard vehicle equipment.

In carrying out any of the provisions, rules, and/or regulations covering traffic controls or in exercising any authority granted by or within the scope of permitted work, there will be no liability upon CCRC.  It is understood that as duly authorized representatives, either personally or as officials of the County, the permit holder and/or the permit holder’s contractor act solely as agents and representatives of Calhoun County.   
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