
WINTER DRIVING  
 

 Do your best to minimize distractions so your focus can be on driving.  Put your cell phone away 
and concentrate on the road.  Be aware of other motorists who may be unprepared for changing 
road conditions. 

 Reduce your speed and don’t be pressured by cars behind you to drive faster than you are 
comfortable with.  Always allow extra time to reach your destination. 

 Avoid sudden starts, stops, and turns.  Accelerate carefully so your vehicle wheels won’t spin. 
 Keep a safe distance between you and the car in front of you to ensure you can stop fast enough, 

even on icy roads. 
 Give yourself more braking room, and remember not to pump anti-lock brakes.  Providing constant 

pressure to your brakes gives you better braking and steering control. 

 Beware of ice patches and know where ice forms most readily such as bridges, overpasses, shady 

spots, and intersections. 

 In snow, drive in the ruts.  The traction is better when you drive in ruts, or tire tracks.  Make sure 

you change lanes slowly and smoothly. 

 Don’t attempt to pass snow plow vehicles while they are plowing.  Never attempt to pass a snow 

plow on the right.  Plows can suddenly move sideways from hitting drifts or by cutting through 

packed snow. 

 Don’t crowd the plow.  Plow drivers have limited visibility and cannot see directly behind their 
trucks. 

 Always wear your seatbelt and make sure every passenger is properly buckled before getting on 
the road. 
 

WINTER SAFETY  
 

For Property Owners 

 Don’t plow snow across the road or shovel snow from your driveway onto shoulders or roadways. 
It is a violation of the Michigan Vehicle Code, as well as a traffic safety hazard. 

 Park vehicles away from the road and follow local parking ordinances related to snow removal. 
 Keep rocks, timbers, fences, basketball hoops, garbage bins, reflectors, and other items away from 

the road. 
 Keep your mailbox and post in good condition and located behind the curb or beyond the shoulder 

of the road.  Clear the area around your mailbox to assist in safe mail delivery and to help prevent 

damage to your mailbox.  CCRC will only replace existing mailboxes and/or posts with a standard 

metal mailbox and 4” x 4” wooden post, and only if they have been damaged by our equipment, 

not due to the force of the thrown snow and ice. 

 

For Children 

 Never build snow forts, dig tunnels or play in ditches or snow banks by the road. 
 Keep well away from the edge of the roadway while waiting for the school bus, getting the mail, or 

watching the snow plow. 
 Stay away from the end of the driveway when a snow plow is approaching. 
 Keep sleds and toys away from the roadways at all times. 

 


